
 

Doyle School                                                                                                                                                                   

Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Albonico 

Every month, we pick a book to read each day.  For March, the students chose, There Was an Old Lady Who 
Swallowed a Clover.  We read the book each morning.  The students recalled what the old lady swallowed.  On 
the Friday before Saint Patrick’s Day, we had a visitor from the leprechaun.  He went to the bathroom and 
forgot to flush!  He left footprints on the tables and painted his face in the bathroom.  What a silly leprechaun!  

!  
      
This month we went on our field trip to the Big Playhouse in Westwood with Mrs. Rightmyer  and Ms. 
Varettoni’s class.  The students had an awesome time exploring the different rooms.  They used their 
imagination playing in each room.  They even had a room where the students could pretend they were a 
hairdresser!    

Also, we had a discussion about different activities we can do in spring.  Some of the student’s favorite 
activities were going to the playground, going for a walk, riding a bike, and going to the park.  We read the 
story, The Grouchy Ladybug and made ladybugs for the bulletin board.   
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 Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Varettoni 

Pre-K has had a very productive month! We have entered new Tools of the Mind play theme: Community 
Helpers and are having SO much fun creating props and taking on new dramatic play roles. We have focused on 
different community helpers such as firefighters, police officers, teachers, doctors, nurses, post office workers, 
farmers, veterinarians, and construction workers. We learned about each of the helpers and the different 
materials they need to do their jobs. Our favorite community helper to learn about has been the firefighter! 
Many students remarked that they would love to be a firefighter or police officer when they grow up. These new 
play roles have also made student play plans more detailed. Some students are entering the message/line stage 
in which they can create lines to match the words in their play plans! Students who can accurately match lines 
to their words are able to work on finding the initial sounds of their words using a sound map. I am so proud of 
the progress everyone is making! 

!  
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On March 27th, we had our field trip to The Big Playhouse in Westwood. This field trip allowed students to act 
out all kinds of dramatic play roles. Our favorite areas to play in were the train room and the ice cream shop. It 
was wonderful to see everyone engaging in such creative play in a new environment! We also had a great time 
riding to and from our field trip on the school bus! Finally, we are anxiously awaiting the spring weather that 
should (hopefully) arrive soon. We have been discussing the changes in our environment. As the saying goes, 
“March comes in like a lion and out like a lamb!” 

Pre-K Age 4 Full day Inclusion- Mrs. Hahn 

Wow! It’s hard to believe we’re already done with the month of March!  We marched into this month with a 
new theme: Doctor/Hospital.  In this theme, we have our doctor’s office, pediatrician’s offices, hospital nursery, 
eye doctor and medical lab. In these centers, the students took on the roles of the various people who work in 
these places.  We’ve been having a great time taking care of patients.   

We also had a special visit from a mischievous leprechaun on St. Patrick’s Day. He made quite a mess in our 
classroom.  This inspired us to create some very innovative traps to catch him.  Despite our great efforts, he 
managed to get away, but did leave us some of his magical gold.  We’ll try again next year!  

This month we also attended our second field trip to The Big Playhouse.  The children got to play in different 
hands- on areas, such as the bakery and farm.  There were many things for the students to explore.  They had a 
great time. 

Kindergarten(Inclusion)- Ms. Sanzari/Ms. Paskas 

March has flown by! We started our month celebrating Dr. Seuss’ birthday. The students enjoy reading and 
completing activities pertaining to Dr. Seuss.  

We traveled to the moon with Jack and Annie. We had a blast! The students have been doing such an excellent 
job with their writing. They are writing at least three to four full sentences now. They are really doing an 
impressive job with stretching and sounding out their words.   

We went on a field trip to the South Bergen Jointure STEAM Lab. They had a hands-on experience learning 
about space and made connections to the Magic Tree House Series.   

In math, we continued to review how to add. The students are masters at adding ten plus another number. We 
finished the month learning about how to measure different objects. They now know how to measure objects by 
their height, weight, and capacity. They loved making predictions of which object weighed more.  

Overall, it was another great month in kindergarten. The students are doing such a fabulous job!  

POR/RTI Grade K & 1- Ms. Humphrey 

March has been a very exciting month for my kindergarten and first grade class. We have officially learned all 
of the letters and sounds. We also learned more consonant digraphs! 
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This month we read Midnight on the Moon from the Magic Tree House book series. The students learned 
different facts about the moon, outer space, and astronauts. Every day the students listened to a chapter from the 
book, drew a picture and wrote a message. 

In math we have been learning how to measure. The students are comparing objects by height. We even lined up 
our class in height order. 

We are continuing to read every day in class. We have been having so much fun during our reading centers. The 
students have also been using the sight words to make their own sentences. 

I can’t wait to see how much more my students learn in April! 

Grade 1 Mrs. Franchini 

We are having a great time in first grade learning and growing every day!   

In literacy, we have been practicing our word study skills by learning new spelling patterns every week!  We 
have been practicing the vowel digraph ow and oa.  In addition, we have been practicing oo as in moon and oo 
as in look.  We are continuing to practice our new red words every week and we have already learned over 100 
new words! 

In math, we have been addition and subtraction superstars, learning how to add and subtract using mental math, 
regrouping and using a hundreds chart.  We have been working really hard on regrouping with addition and 
subtraction. With subtraction, we learned to look on the floor to see if there’s more.  If there is, we knock on the 
door to borrow one from the tens place and add it to the ones place!  All of the students have been working 
really hard to practice this new and challenging skill! 

In theater, all of our classes have been having so much fun acting out new and different parts from plays each 
week!  So far, we have acted out The Rainbow Fish, Three Billy Goats Gruff and Little Red Riding Hood.  
Everyone is looking forward to starting dance next marking period! 

In reader’s workshop, we continue to work in Daily Five Café centers. The students have been working on 
reading informational texts and identifying text features in the text.  We have also been focusing on finding the 
main idea, compare and contrast, cause and effect, and making inferences.  

In writer’s workshop, we just wrapped up our unit on non-fiction writing. Each student created their own “all 
about” book where they wrote about an animal of their choice! 
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Grade 1- Ms. Cortina 

This year is flying by! I can’t believe March is already over. 

In word study, we learned some new spelling patterns this month. We learned vowel digraph “ow” and “oa”. 
Also, “oo” as in moon and “oo” as in cook. Also, we continue to learn new red words each week. We have 
already learned over 100 new words! 

In math, we started with topic 10. We learned how to add tens to a two-digit number and how to use mental 
math to add multiples of 10 to a two-digit number. In topic 11, we learned how to subtract multiples of tens 
from two-digit numbers. We learned how to subtract one –digit numbers from two-digit numbers with 
regrouping. This was challenging! We learned that we need to knock on our neighbor’s door, and borrow one 
from the tens place, and then add it to the ones place! 

In social studies, we started our chapter on Geography. We learned about how maps can be used to locate and 
identify places. We learned all about the compass rose and an easy way to remember our cardinal directions. My 
students will forever remember the phrase never-north, eat-east, soggy-south, and waffles-west! 

In reader’s workshop, we continue to work in Daily Five Café centers. We continue to work on informational 
texts. This month we focused on compare and contrast, cause and effect, and making inferences.  

In writer’s workshop, we finally finished our unit on non-fiction writing. Students created their very own “all 
about” book and included all the key text features. We started working on opinion writing. We learned that 
opinions need a starting sentence, three reasons, and a closing sentence at the end. We have been listening to a 
text, and then forming an opinion about it.	
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Grade 1- Ms. Cucuzza 

In reader’s workshop, we have ended our sixth unit of study. Throughout this unit, students practiced deepening 
our connections with characters. Students are now able to compare and contrast the adventures and experiences 
of characters. In addition, we learned how to make inferences about the characters in our stories based on what 
they look like, how they act, and how other characters react to them. Students also discussed cause and effect 
relationships.  

In word study, students are continuing to learn new word patterns through the Orton-Gillingham method. 
Throughout the month of March, students have learned and reviewed all vowel teams. This includes oa, ow, ai, 
ay, oe, ea, and ee. Students practice their new spelling patterns and reading skills in their daily center rotation. 
Students rotate between five literacy centers. These include guided reading with the teacher, phonics word 
work, red word work, listening center, and writing. Throughout the month, students’ reading levels were also 
reassessed. It is amazing to see how much growth and progress has taken place since the start of first grade!   

In EnVision math, students have completed topics 10 and 11. In topic 10, students learned how to add multiples 
of 10 to two- digit numbers and use mental math to add tens. They also learned how to add one-digit numbers to 
two-digit numbers with and without regrouping. In topic 11: Subtracting with Tens and Ones, students learned 
how to subtract a multiple of 10 from a two-digit number. They learned how to subtract one-digit numbers from 
two-digit numbers with and without regrouping.  

!  

In writer’s workshop, we are continuing in our fourth unit of study: Opinion and Persuasive Writing. Students 
had a publishing picnic, and presented their writing pieces to the class, while enjoying some snacks and 
refreshments. We got our picnic blankets out and had a blast! It was a true writing celebration. Students are now 
working on finishing up their second opinion writing piece, my favorite sport. Students each selected a favorite 
sport and added supporting details to show why they believed their sport was the best. It is awesome to see the 
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progress in writing that has taken place in such a short time together. In addition to our opinion unit, students 
were able to take some time to write down all the reasons that they feel lucky. We thought it was perfect way to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day!  Students came up with some great reasons.  

In science, students are on their third unit of study: Plant and Animal Superpowers. We had so much fun with all 
the grade 1 classes, learning about how and why animals use camouflage. Students had so much fun making 
camouflaged moths and hiding them around the classroom. Each class went on a scavenger hunt to see how 
many moths they could find in the classroom.  

Grade 1- Mrs. Jupinka 

In our literacy block, the children have been working very hard on their independent reading. We are up to eight 
books in our independent reading bags including non-fiction books. We continue to love our quiet reading time 
in our favorite spots. We are very excited about non-fiction! We continue to work on long vowels including 
other spellings for those sounds. Synonyms, nouns, verbs and pronouns have also been part of our daily lessons.  

Welcome to the fourth marking period!  A note will be coming home to let you know of an added activity to our 
red folders.  Keep reading! 

In math during the month of March, we finished up with addition and subtraction. We saved the best part of 
addition and subtraction for last……REGROUPING! Many of the children feel comfortable with regrouping, 
however, some children still like those little reminders in the process. We have started working on ways to 
measure, including non-standard and telling time. The children continue to look forward to our Friday math 
club! 

In health, our March topic focused on exercise. This coincided with our school wide AHA KHC fundraiser! 
Congratulations to all who participated!  Our April topic will be about SMOKING STINKS! 

The winner of our March Tooth Tally contest is…..Mrs. Franchini’s at last! They slid into first place on March 
31st with a final tooth loss! Mrs. Jupinka’s and Ms. Cucuzza’s classes tied for second and Ms. Cortina’s came in 
a close third. April is our final month! 

!  
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Grade 2- Mrs. Neumuller/Mrs. Albanese 

February ended with a successful Read Across America week of celebration and activities!  

It was the perfect introduction to our first novel study, Chocolate Fever by Robert Kimmel Smith. The entire 
second grade devoted four weeks to intensive study of vocabulary, thematic progression, character traits, and 
cause and effect. This 1972 classic embraces the adage that you CAN have too much of a good thing- and you 
CAN’T have everything you want every time you want it. Student composed chapter summaries provided 
valuable study guides for weekly quizzes and tests. Our class really enjoyed hearing the chapters read aloud and 
investigating main ideas and details. They are already asking to start our next novel! 

Be sure to check your child’s Raz Kids account as we are working on non-fiction book clubs in our time 
between novels. Book Clubs are a wonderful way to share opinions and information on a common text. Groups 
are assigned by reading level and offered tiered readers straight from Raz Kids to read and explore together.  

We have made great progress on our math topics. Most recently, topic 4 introduced the idea of arrays, equal 
groups of objects and their relationship to repeated addition sentences. This visual tool will pave the way for 
beginning multiplication topics as we continue. Students created and labeled several arrays to demonstrate their 
strength in the topic.  

Math topic 15 has brought us to the end of March and measuring anything and everything we can find! Non-
standard units of measurement like paper clips, counting cubes and string were used to ease us into the process 
of finding length. Rulers and yardsticks were later employed to find standard measurements of our desks, 
pencils and even our classroom. Have students demonstrate for you handy ways to remember the size of 
centimeters, inches, feet and yards.  
This memory device is sure to come in handy later on! 

Hard to believe it's April already and spring break is just a few weeks away! We look forward to our trip to 
Turtleback Zoo and the eagerly anticipated return of our dear, Mrs. Albanese. Spring will be full of exciting new 
topics and fun to be had. We can’t wait!  
 
All the best…  

Mrs. Neumuller  
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Grade 2- Ms. Delatorre  
  
In math, students modeled repeated addition to write number sentences and built arrays. In topic 15, students 
were introduced to measurement and measured the lengths of objects by using non-standard units. They 
estimated lengths of objects and then measured them to determine the actual measurement. They started Topic 
13, which is about money! They continue to take their two-minute timed tests for fluency with math facts. 
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In writing, students completed a compare and contrast paper. They used their animal that they researched and 
compared it to another animal. Students used Kindles and the animal displays to find additional information! 
Students are beginning their opinion writing now on their favorite food!  

In grammar, students learned about singular and possessive nouns. They used it in their writing, and are now 
learning about homophones. 

In reading, students finished the novel Chocolate Fever. Throughout the book, they learned a plethora of 
challenging vocabulary words by using context clues. They took weekly quizzes and comprehension 
assessments to show their understanding of the book. They started non-fiction book clubs where they work with 
a book on their independent reading level. They are introduced to new vocabulary words and a skill for the 
week. Students continue to learn new red words and vowel teams using Orton -Gillingham weekly. 

In social studies, students learned about ways to save money. They learned about map concepts (absolute and 
relative location). They learned about globes, the equator, prime meridian, and continents.  

Grade 2- Mrs. Engel/Mrs. Micowski 

In reader’s workshop, we finished our novel study Chocolate Fever by Robert Kimmel Smith.  The students 
were excited to learn the solution to chocolate fever.  The students were reviewing and applying comprehension 
skills that have been previously taught during our reader’s workshop lesson this school year.  For chapters 7-9 
the students focused on character traits.  They made a character trait poster for Henry.  They used text evidence 
to support the character traits they used to describe Henry.  In chapters 10-12 the students focused on problem 
and solution.  The students identified what Henry’s problem was and how it was solved.  The students also 
learned a valuable lesson from Henry that you can’t always have what you want.   

Letter writing and comparing/contrasting were the units of study in writer’s workshop this month. The students 
continued to review and apply the format of writing a friendly letter.  They pretended to be Henry Green’s 
teacher from the story Chocolate Fever and wrote a letter to Henry’s parents about his illness. The students also 
completed a Venn-Diagram comparing and contrasting two animals from the previous research they conducted 
for our zoo.  Each student used their Venn-Diagrams to create, compare and contrast writing pieces highlighting 
key similarities and differences amongst the animals they chose.   

In math, we have completed topics 11 and 4.  In topic 11 the students learned different skills and strategies to 
add and subtract three-digit numbers.  They used expanded form, models, and the paper & pencil method.  They 
subtracted with and without regrouping.  At the end of this unit the students used logical reasoning to solve 
problems.  In topic 4 the students have been practicing prerequisite skills for multiplication.  They have been 
creating arrays.   

We are using multi-sensory techniques from the Orton-Gillingham program to learn how to spell and read 
words during word study. The students have been practicing how to read and spell words with the vowel teams /
oa/ /ea//ee /ie/ /ai/& /ay/.   To reinforce this concept the students have watched videos on starfall.com and read 
between the lions.  The videos reinforced the spelling rule: “When two vowels go walking the first one does the 
talking.” 
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We continued our unit in science: “Works of Water.” In our last activity, we explored how rivers flow from high 
points of the earth’s surface to low points and into the ocean. Oceans are usually next to sandy beaches, but how 
did all of that sand get there? As the rivers flow toward the ocean, rocks collide into one another causing them 
to break into smaller pieces. By the time those rocks reach the end of the river, they are tiny rocks or sand! 
Students conducted an investigation by modeling how rocks tumble through a river and break. Students 
constructed an explanation for why there is sand at the beach. 

Grade 2- Ms. Vega 

It felt like Seuessical the Musical during the month of March for second grade! Our class celebrated one of our 
favorite authors, Dr. Seuss, almost all month long. We read a plethora of his books, from his first publication 
And To Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street, to the newer ones, such as What Pet Should I Get? We dove 
deep into The Lorax, discussed causes and effects and wrote a letter to The Lorax promising we would help 
keep the Earth clean.  

In literacy, we finished our first novel study, Chocolate Fever. Students related to the main character, Henry 
Green, easily considering we all love chocolate.  

Our class finished two math topics in March for both three-digit addition and subtraction and repeated addition. 
Students did fun mini-projects like teaming up and creating their own two-question word problems with 
corresponding illustrations.  

In health, we started our medicine unit, learning about medicine safety and all the types and forms.  

!  

POR/RTI Grade 2- Mrs. Caicedo 

March was a busy and exciting month in the resource center.   
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In reading, students have learned the routine of the classroom and work hard during the time spent here. 
Students are continuing working on red words and green words, using a multisensory approach to learning 
phonics. Additionally, they are independently reading books on their reading level and in the area of 
comprehension; students have been focusing on the skills drawing conclusion and inferencing and are beginning 
to work on making judgments while reading a text. We will begin reading the chapter series Henry and Mudge 
while continuing to work on our comprehension skills.  

In mathematics, students have been working hard on three-digit addition and will begin three-digit subtraction 
shortly. The students are doing a great job on solving equations with and without regrouping.  

Kidz Care Club worked hard at collecting books during Read Across America Week. The books were donated to 
a local library. Kidz Care club will begin helping out with the Doyle School Penny War which will begin on 
April 8th. All money raised in the penny war will be donated to a marine life conservation organization.  

Grade 3- Mrs. Campagna 

Third marking period is coming to an end.  My students are in full tunnel vision & looking forward to fourth 
grade and the responsibilities that come with it!  Please remember to check your child’s planner each night as 
well as my website for important dates and reminders.   

Dates for Art Club: April 3, 17 
                       May 1, 15, 29 
                       June 5 
                       

In literacy, students continued to master many skills and strategies to help comprehend and dissect text.  This 
month we added identifying whether a statement was a fact or an opinion to the ever growing list!  Book Talks 
continued this month with our Informational Text Unit.  Students really thrived this month during independent 
tasks.   

Do not forget to check out your child’s Google account.   Google Docs, Google Classroom and Google Slides 
will show you the impressive work they completed this month.   

Period 3/4 continued their informational text unit and learned incredible facts about Ancient Egypt.  This 
amazing text taught students about geography, traditions, and natural resources.   Before reading, students 
reviewed features of informational text books such as the table of contents, index, and glossary.  As part of the 
informational text unit, each student created their own Google Slide show highlighting the facts about life in 
ancient Egypt.  Students showed off their skills while changing the theme, color, font and layout of each Google 
Slide.  Students presented and played their slideshows to the class.  

Period 6/7 continued their informational text unit and learned amazing facts about cats and dogs while reading 
National Geographic Kid:  Cats VS. Dogs!  Students learned some interesting facts about their favorite furry 
friends.   As part of the informational text unit, each student created their own Google Slideshow highlighting 
the facts about cats and dogs.  They also voiced their opinion about which makes the best pet!   Students 
showed off their skills while changing the theme, color, font and layout of each Google Slide they created.  
Slideshows were presented to the class.  Many were impressed by a friend’s Google skills! 
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My class enjoyed Book Buddying with Mrs. Pagliocca’s kindergarten students this month!  They shared their 
love of reading and drawing with these cuties!    

In writer’s workshop, both literacy classes wrapped up the Noun Unit and Essay Unit.  Well done students!!!  
Students are Google Docs, Google Classroom, and Google Slides experts! Students also mastered working with 
paired passages to compare and contrast detail and facts. 
We completed 2 more amazing Science topics this month!   

In Unit 3: Magnetism, students had to use their magnets to find magnetic objects in the classroom.  The unit 
also included some cool magnet racing and a “fight” between opposing magnetic fields!   In Unit 4:  Traits and 
Adaptations, students completed a Web quest and created their own animal that would be able to survive in a 
certain environment.  Once again, students used their creativity, ingenuity, and teamwork skills to complete 
some very impressive work!  Nice job, little scientists! 

NJSLA ELA/ Math (Formerly PARCC) DATES 
PERIOD 3/4:   Reading/Math 

Tuesday May 7th, Wednesday May 8th, & Thursday May 9th  
9:00 - 12:00 

PERIOD 6/7: Reading/Math 
Tuesday May 14th, Wednesday May 15th, & Thursday May 16th 

9:00 - 12:00 
                                     

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT VACATION TIME AND DOCTOR APPOINTMENTS  
NOT INTERFERE WITH THE TESTING SCHEDULE  
PLEASE PLAN EVENTS AROUND THOSE DATES. 

**CLASS TRIP TO VAN SAUN PARK:  MONDAY, MAY 20TH** 

*NOTE COMING HOME  SOON ABOUT THIRD GRADE FUN DAY** 

**THIRD GRADE FAREWELL:  FRIDAY, JUNE 21ST 9:00 AM – 10:00  AM 
PLEASE LOOK FOR NOTE COMING HOME SOON ABOUT STUDENTS BEING ABLE TO LEAVE 

AT 10:00 AM, AFTER CEREMONY** 

Thank you for your continued support in all we do.   
Remember…I am an email away at bcampagna@wood-ridgeschools.org.    
Don’t forget to check out my website on the Wood-Ridge Schools web page!!                 

                                             
Grade 3- Mrs. Hynes 

Math:  Students spent this month focusing their learning on data, time and fractions.  Students learned to read 
and create line plots, pictographs and bar graphs this month.  Students also learned to tell time to the quarter and 
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half hour as well as to the nearest minute.  They were also challenged with computing elapsed time this month.  
Students discovered various ways to compare fractions including using number lines, fraction strips, and 
benchmark fractions.  In addition, several students were able to complete their “Multiplication Belt Test” having 
mastered all of the times tables to 12!  Students are also preparing for the upcoming state testing by 
familiarizing themselves with the online tools available on the test.  March was certainly a busy month! 

Science:  This month in science, students learned about magnetism as well as adaptations.  Students conducted 
labs in both areas of study and had a great time with these hands on activities.  Students were able to discover 
the importance of magnets in their everyday lives and were surprised at how many things use magnetism to 
work.  Adaptations are always a fun unit for the students as they develop their own animals using what they 
have learned about adaptations and survival. 

Special Event:  The class took their second trip to the STEAM lab in Maywood, NJ. Here they made circuits to 
show how electricity is conducted.  The lab was a great hands-on way to discover the path by which electricity 
flows. 
  

! !  

 Grade 3- Ms. Moccia 
This month in math, we covered multiple concepts.  We began the month by completing topic 10: Fractions.  
During this time, students concentrated on comparing fractions and finding equivalent fractions to whole 
numbers.  We then moved onto topic 12 - Time.  In our topic on telling time, we reinforced simple time skills 
that students have previously learned.  We then expanded this concept and learned different ways to say time; 
we learned how to tell time to the nearest quarter hour and half hour.  Next, we worked on how to change units 
of time.  For example, changing hours to minutes or changing weeks to days.  Lastly, we concentrated on 
solving for elapsed time and figuring out how to work backwards to solve a time problem.   
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In literacy this month, we continued reading our novel, Babe Ruth. While reading this novel we continue to 
work on story skills; such as fact and opinion, cause and effect, and author’s purpose.  The students are enjoying 
learning new facts about Babe Ruth!  

In language Arts, students became masters at writing essays.  The students have written essays to compare and 
contrast and to answer questions.   
  
This month in science, we began unit 3 concentrating on magnetism. Students learned the properties of 
magnetism and demonstrated an understanding of what objects are magnetic and what are not.  Students had the 
opportunity to work with a partner and go around our classroom to discover which objects have properties of 
magnetism. In unit 4 we concentrated on animal and plant traits, along with adaptations.  The students created a 
poster about an animal from our readings and explain how it adapts to its environment.    
  
POR/RTI Grade 3- Mrs. Gibney 

We sure did a lot of learning in March! 

In resource literacy class, we continued our Orton-Gillingham/phonetic sequence and have reviewed all learned 
phonemes.  For our new material, we studied the phonic rule of “i” before “e” except after “c”, and sound of “a” 
as in neighbor and weigh.”  We learned many difficult words such as receipt, priest, perceive, ceiling, and 
neighbor.  We continue to review RED words, work on our sentence structure, and practice capitalization and 
punctuation.  And we are absolute pros at cursive! 

  
 
For our writing skills, we focused on writing an opinion paragraph.  For reading comprehension, we read the 
biography Helen Keller. 
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 In math, we moved onto fractions!  We studied fractions and fractions of a set, locating fractions on a number 
line, and fractions and length. 

Speech Therapist- Ms. Allen 

We continue to work hard during speech class in our small group/ individual speech therapy sessions. Speech 
instruction for all students is working toward complete carryover of accurate sound productions and/or 
improvement of language goals. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology of 
the iPad is being incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate. 

This month we started a project for spring. Children were required to come up with words relating to spring that 
contain their speech sounds.  This addressed categorization and vocabulary while using good speech and 
language.  

Speech- Ms. Amadeo 

We started off the month with a St. Patrick’s Day craft to get in the holiday spirit! I incorporated each child’s 
goal in this activity. If a child has language goals, I had them think of words that had to do with St. Patrick’s 
Day or spring. We thought of words together as a group and then completed the craft. If a child has articulation 
goals, I had the children think of words that contained their speech sounds and then placed it on the pot of gold. 
For children in pre-k or kindergarten, I targeted goals such as following directions, increasing MLU (I see a pot 
of gold!) and requesting items (green crayon please!). This was a great activity that I could incorporate 
everyone’s goals so every child could participate. After, I hung up the pots of gold in my speech room for all of 
the children to admire their good work. 

Occupational Therapy- Mrs. DeFilippo 
During the month of March, students continued to work hard during occupational therapy in small group/ 
individual sessions in order to meet individualized goals.  This month students worked to complete St. Patrick’s 
Day crafts and writing assignment, with modifications/adaptions to the assignment for each grade level. 
Students in the elementary and intermediate schools continue to work towards printing fluency through fine 
motor development, multisensory activities, and repetitive printing practice. Keyboarding continues to be 
integrated into sessions, as well as practicing sequential task breakdown skills and organizational and time 
management skills. Technology continues to be integrated into sessions, specifically through use of the iPad 
application “Osmo.”

Physical Education- Mr. Aranda 

During the time leading into the month of March and beyond, the Doyle school community was actively 
engaging in our highly anticipated annual school wide fundraiser. The Kids Heart Challenge (formally Jump 
Rope for Heart) in a nutshell, is a program that teaches heart healthy habits and helps the AHA (American Heart 
Association) raise money for research and education that saves lives. The AHA-KHC has been a yearly tradition 
and a fan favorite for quite some time now.  
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This year the Kids Heart Challenge fundraiser was kicked-off in mid-February, lasted about a month or so, and 
concluded around mid-March. And that’s basically the amount of time we had to reach our school goal which 
was set at $15,500.  
Even with quite an ambitious school goal the students were not the least bit intimidated or discouraged from 
going after accomplishing that goal. Instead they went into this fundraiser fully confident and full steam ahead, 
driven & motivated to make an impactful difference in the fight against heart disease.  

Although in the end our school goal was not reached, it was still clear to see the massive efforts put forth by our 
participating students. Collectively, the grand total of donations raised for the American Heart Association this 
year was; $12,554. This money will help to fund research, programs and education to fight heart disease and 
stroke, our nation’s No. 1 and No. 5 killers respectively.  

Regardless if we met our quota or not this year’s event was still an absolute success and a blast for everyone 
directly involved. Especially the students as they felt empowered, important and knowledgeable in learning 
things such as the importance of regular physical activity and how they can continue to play a role in saving 
lives.  

Even after the fundraiser and for the remainder of March we continued to focus on overall wellness through 
informational lessons and activities, such as; exploring & understanding the Circulatory System, as well as 
learning about proper nutrition & regular physical fitness. And playing wellness themed games/activities such 
as; Healthy Snack/Nutrition Tag, Fitness Tag, Short & Long Jump Ropes, Locomotor Fitness w/ Jump Ropes, 
Hula Hoops, etc.  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS --- special acknowledgments of students/ teacher 

2019 American Heart Association-Kids Heart Challenge fundraiser completed.  

STUDENT RECOGNITION ---- specific student awards / recognitions  

Doyle’s Kids Heart Challenge top fundraiser, second year in a row: Phoenix Merilus $1,506  

SPECIAL PROGRAMS --- class, grade, or school wide 

American Heart Association-Kids Heart Challenge fundraiser info below: 
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CLASS	
TOTAL	$	
RAISED

TOP	STUDENT	in	EACH	
CLASS

TOTAL	$	
RAISED	

PK	-	HAHN	= 70 Francesca	LaRosa	= 40

PK	-	RIGHTMYER	= 375 Lillian	Magnusson	=	 135

PK	-	SCHWARTZ	= 110 Daniella	Schreiber	=	 50

PK	Total	=	 555

K	-	FOCARINO	= 350 Kenneth	Kreiser	=	 125

K	-	GOODLIN	= 200 Christopher	Kennedy	=	 110

K	-	PAGLIOCCA	= 695 Stephanie	Alleman	=	 400

K	-	SANZARI	= 1,050 Andrew	Mesuk	=	 300

K	Total	=	 2,295

1	-	CORTINA	= 185 Valentina	Gadaleta	=	 75

1	-	CUCUZZA	= 695 Christopher	Buonomo	=	 250

3	-	FRANCHINI	= 2,462 Phoenix	Merilus	=	 1,506

1	-	JUPINKA	= 790 Joseph	Carola	= 200

1st	Total	= 4,132

2	-	DELATORRE	= 812 Connor	Eckert	= 120

2	-	ENGEL	= 1,635 Evan	DiMascio	=	 355

2	-	NEUMULLER	=	 960 Molly	Ramsaier	=	 390

2	-	VEGA	= 700 Alessandro	Camargo	=	 265

2nd	Total	=	 4,107

3	-	CAMPAGNA	= 580 Emily	Katz	=	 200

3	-	HYNES	= 595 Angelo	Ragozzino	=	 150

3	-	MOCCIA	= 290 Kathy	Gabriel	=	 150

3rd	Total	=	 1,465

$12,554

SCHOOL TOTAL =$12,554
ONLINE	=		 11,563

CASH	=	 511
TEAM	DONATIONS	=	 0

CHECKS	=	 480

2019 DOYLE AHA-KHC TOP FUNDRAISERS

	=		Top	overall	fundraising	class	&	student	

	=	Top	fundraising	class	in	each		grade	

	=	Top	fundraising	student(s)	in	each	grade		
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PK TOTAL ONLINE CASH CHECK
PK-H 70 50 5 15
PK-R 375 370 5 X
PKS 110 70 X 40

TOTAL 555 490 10 55
K
K-F 350 275 15 60
K-G 200 125 15 60
K-P 695 670 X 25
K-S 1050 1040 10 X

TOTAL 2295 2110 40 145
1
1CO 185 110 75 X
1CU 695 620 45 30
1F 2462 2421 21 20
1J 790 755 5 30

TOTAL 4132 3906 146 80
2
2D 812 787 X 25
2E 1635 1615 X 20
2N 960 895 30 35
2V 700 645 35 20

TOTAL 4107 3942 65 100
3
3C 580 510 50 20
3H 595 380 135 80
3M 290 225 65 X

TOTAL 1465 1115 250 100

2019 AHA-KHC Class Stats 
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Art- Mrs. Jeffrey 

Pre-K artists explored color mixing with primary colors to create secondary colors using water soluble wax 
pastels. They learned about colors that live in the primary family and colors in the secondary family. Students 
began their paintings by tracing 3 big circles on their paper that overlapped or “hugged” 3 small circles on their 
paper. They colored the big circles red, yellow, and blue and colored the small circles orange, green, and purple. 
Artists then brushed water on top of their circles and observed how the colors turned into paint and mixed into 
each other! Mrs. Jeffery read stories illustrated by artist Vanessa Brantley-Newton. We discussed how Vanessa 
celebrates the differences of all people in her artwork! To complete their colorful communities, students drew 
portraits on top of their circles by adding eyes, noses, mouths, eyebrows, cheeks, and hair.  
  
Kindergarten artists created cave art inspired by Lascaux Cave Art in correlation with their classroom unit on 
the Ice Age. Students took a virtual “field trip” inside the cave by viewing a video of the wall art. They then 
described the cave and shared the drawings that they observed. They discussed the ways in which cave artists 
drew and painted since they did not have crayons, pencils or paint to do so. To create their “caves”, 
Kindergarten artists began by carefully crumpling and unfolding their papers and tearing the edges to make it 
look an “ancient” rock. Next, they discussed how Cave Artists used their drawings to tell a story. Using oil 
pastels, students drew symbols and pictures on their caves to create a visual story. They used colors found in 
nature since Cave Artists drew and painted with things they found in nature. Finally, students “spray painted” an 
ice age animal onto their paper. Students chose an animal stencil then used a spray bottle filled with clay or sand 
colored paint. When they removed the stencil, their animal remained on the paper - similar to how cave men 
would paint! Artists also completed their galaxy art and have begun working on their Sea Turtles inspired by 
artist Jason Decaires Taylor.  
  
First grade artists have been working on their self-portrait emojis inspired by artist Takashi Murakami. Students 
began by discussing what a portrait is. They learned that a portrait not only shows what a person looks like, but 
can also reveal different traits about that person. For example, what their favorite food is, their favorite hobby, 
or what their favorite holiday is. They also examined how a person’s expression can change by how they are 
feeling. Students observed in mirrors how their face changes when they are excited, nervous, shocked, or tired. 
Students then completed a worksheet that matched famous portrait paintings with the emoji they looked closest 
to. Using their favorite colored markers, students colored a color diffusing circle. Mrs. Jeffery then sprayed 
water on top of their circles. Students observed how the colors mix and melt together in a circle on their papers. 
To complete their emojis, students will be adding individual features and expressions.  
  
Second grade artists worked on their Colorful Communities inspired by author and artist Vanessa Brantley-
Newton. Students listened to Mrs. Jeffery read the book Mixed by Arree Chung and The Girl Who Sees Colors 
illustrated by Vanessa Brantley-Newton. As a class, they discussed the themes of the stories such as hue, 
tolerance, and embracing differences. Students used tempera cakes and a swirl painting technique to create a 
variety of circles on their paper. Next, they added overlapping circles of a different color. We discussed how we 
did not want to completely change either color, but create a new special one right in the middle - just like in the 
story Mixed. To complete their artwork, students drew a range of expressions, hair, and accessories on their 
circles in the style of Vanessa Brantley-Newton. They discussed how our faces change depending upon how we 
are feeling. Using mirrors, students observed this concept. Students used black marker to add a variety of facial 
expressions and individual features on top of their circles. 
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Third grade artists began their abstract portraits inspired by Sandra Silberzweig. They began by discussing the 
work of Sandra Silberzweig and how she uses her unique ability to see, smell, taste, feel, and hear color in her 
artwork. The classes discussed how Sandra took something that made her different to create beautiful 
masterpieces. To further explain Sandra’s unique sense, Mrs. Jeffery read to students The Girl Who Sees Colors 
illustrated by Vanessa Brantley-Newton. Students followed a guided drawing to draw features. They used a 
variety of lines and shapes to create their abstract drawings. Next, students discussed color families and learned 
about analogous colors. Students used analogous color sets to fill in their portraits with chalk pastels. They will 
be adding patterns and lines to their portraits using oil pastels. 

Music- Mr. LaBelle 

First, second, and third grades have been reviewing pitch, rhythm and lyrics for songs and have been practicing 
reading notes on the staff by identifying line and space notes and labeling notes with the appropriate letter name 
and then playing songs in groups and individually on the xylophones. Students also finished up learning about 
classical and modern composers, respectively.  

Kindergarten and Pre-K have been preparing: On Top of Spaghetti, America, the Beautiful, You're a Grand Old 
Flag and Let's Go Fly a Kite. Pre-K is working on Hakuna Matata, Five Little Ducks, Bingo, and Zip-A-Dee-
Doo-Dah. Kindergarten and Pre-K students have also started using the alphabet to play early childhood folk 
songs on the xylophones such as Mary Had a Little Lamb and Three Blind Mice. 

Library/Media- Mrs. Diaz 

The Catherine Doyle library program consists of weekly scheduled classes for students in grades K - 3. Library 
and digital literacy skills are taught, along with twentieth century learning.  Also at each level, research 
assignments are completed with an emphasis on curriculum connections in science, social studies, math and the 
arts. These connections are made throughout the year by Mrs. Diaz working collaboratively with the classroom 
and subject area teachers.  

In March, grade three began creating Google Slides of their favorite book. The purpose of this project was to 
introduce them to inserting photos, live links, and videos. Although the written work is important, we are 
looking at their growth in technology.  

Since taking the library/media position, students learned about basic computer components, examined school 
databases and several applications found in their Google accounts. Grades one and two will explore Microsoft 
PowerPoint for a more grade specific research project. Finally, kindergarten began the important skill if 
selecting an appropriate application (app) on their desktops. 

Circulation Practices 

Books can be returned every day during school hours. Children may check out books for a two week period 
with two renewals allowed. We do not charge fines for overdue books. However, fines are charged for lost or 
damaged books. Our first overdue notice is sent home after thirty days, with a second notice following at sixty 
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days. After sixty days, a third notice is issued, along with the replacement cost. Report cards will not be issued 
at the end of the year to students who have overdue books or unpaid fines. 

Below is a photograph of Mrs. Neumuller’s Pi project they completed on 3/14/19! 

!  

ESL- Ms. Manicone 

This month the students completed a reading unit, where we took turns reading different stories and telling each 
other what happened in each book.  We received a few new students in our class, and it has been fun to meet 
them and get to know them.  We also began testing this month, and each student was able to finish before the 
end of the month.  When students weren’t taking the ACCESS test, we began a unit on short vowel sounds, and 
the different word families we can rhyme with them.   

 Intermediate School                                                                                                                                              

Grade 4 – Barrows 
Social Studies 
 This month is Social Studies, students demonstrated their knowledge about the three branches of 
government by creating Google Slides presentations.  Students conducted research through various articles and 
websites. Then, were allowed to get creative and add animations, font colors, and background images! Once 
presentations were completed, students presented their slides and answered 3 questions regarding their 
presentations from the class and teacher. 
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 After completing presentations, our classes began reading Chapter 3, Lesson 5: New Jersey Develops.  
In this lesson, we will learn how science and technology affected New Jersey’s growth and development in the 
early 1800s! Some topics covered are geology, communication, and transportation.  We will also be learning 
about various revolutionary inventions like the telegraph, turnpikes, steamboats, canals, and railroads! 
 Finally, our fourth graders had the pleasure of attending WRIS’s anual “Welcome to New Jersey” 
assembly.  Presenter, Michele Van Allen, provided students with a plethora of valuable information about our 
state’s history, environment, tourism, and much more! Some students even had the chance to go head-to-head 
on stage and display their knowledge of New Jersey to school in a fun, competitive game show!  The students 
had an amazing time! 

!   � 	

Language Arts 
 After finishing up our third Writer’s Workshop Unit, our Language Arts classes moved on to discussing 
and working with identifying the theme of a text.  Students participated in various class discussions about the 
difference between main idea and theme, and also had the opportunity to complete a cut and paste sorting 
activity to continue practicing what they learned. We also practiced identifying the theme of several mentor 
texts including The Lorax by Dr. Seuss and The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig. Students were also introduced 
to fables this month! We learned about and discussed the seven common characteristics found in this type of 
text, as well as some common themes seen in fables.  For each fable observed, students identified the theme, 
provided evidence to show how the theme connected to the text, an lastly showed how the theme could connect 
to their real lives. We also began our unit on Figurative Language.  The first three types of figurative language 
that we focused on were similes, metaphors, and alliteration. Students completed various activities to practice 
identifying the differences between three types of figurative language, including a class favorite: A figurative 
language scavenger hunt. 
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Grade 4 – Johnson 
          
Math1 – March has been a very busy month for all our 4th graders. We have been learning a great deal about 
fractions.  We now know how to add, subtract and multiply fractions and mixed numbers with like and unlike 
denominators. We have moved on to decimals and how they relate to fractions.   We have quite a few activities 
and centers that go along with decimals to help with understanding.  In the meantime, we have instituted 
Measurement Mondays.  This gives us the opportunity to work on measurement using both customary and 
metric units.  This will help us to be even more prepared for the upcoming PARCC test.  We regularly practice 
using sample test questions as well as the practice tests online.  The students have been exposed to all types of 
question formats they so they will be comfortable and ready when they begin the test in May.      
       
Math 2 - The children have been very busy finishing up the unit on long division and practicing those skills.  We 
have started learning about fractions during which students have worked with prime and composite numbers, 
factors and equivalent fractions. As we move on, the children will be comparing and ordering fractions as well 
as adding and subtracting fractions with like denominators. We have recently instituted Measurement Mondays.  
This gives us the opportunity to work on measurement using both customary and metric units.  This will help us 
to be even more prepared for the upcoming PARCC test.  We regularly practice using sample test questions as 
well as the practice tests online.  The students have been exposed to all types of question formats they so they 
will be comfortable and ready when they begin the test in May. 
   
Science-  In science recently, we have focused on the structures of animals that support survival, growth and 
reproduction.  We learned a great deal about the different adaptations that animals have and how they help those 
animals survive.  These include the animal’s body parts, body coverings, and different behaviors.  The children 
researched different adaptations commonly found with different types of birds.  They then created their own 
bird and placed it into an environment that would support it and allow it to thrive.  Each student wrote about the 
bird they created and the adaptations that it needed in order to survive.   We then started to learn about how 
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animals process the information they receive using the sense of sight and hearing.  We learned how the eyes 
take in light and transfer images into electrical signals that are interpreted by the brain so that we know what we 
are seeing.  We will continue to learn more about the ear next month. 

Our 4th graders were lucky enough to enjoy an assembly about the state of New Jersey.  Welcome to New Jersey 
is a wonderful presentation sponsored by the Wood-Ridge PTA.  Thank you for continuing to send this program 
to us.   

!  
The 4th graders also participated in Mrs. Rella’s Great Amercan Replay this month to support the American 
Heart Association.  They had a fun time preparing for it and enjoyed a dodge ball tournament and a pie in the 
face at the end. This was a great event and we thank Mrs. Rella for all her hard work. 

i!  
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Grade 4 – Hamerling 

  Social Studies 
  
 Students created Google Slides presentations to demonstrate their knowledge about the three branches of 
government.  It also allowed them to conduct research through other articles and websites to gather more 
information that could be incorporated into their slides.  Once presentations were completed, students had the 
opportunity to present and take comments and questions from the class. 
 After completing presentations, students began reading Chapter 3 Lesson 5: New Jersey Develops.  In 
this lesson, students are learning about how science and technology affected New Jersey’s growth and 
development in the early 1800s.  Some topics covered are geology, communication, and transportation.  
Discussions about agriculture, the telegraph, turnpikes, steamboats, canals, and railroads allowed students to 
understand how quickly New Jersey was changing due to its growing population. 
 The fourth grade also had the opportunity to attend an assembly called “Welcome to New Jersey”.  
Michele Van Allen provided students with a lot of wonderful information about our state, displayed models and 
examples of what Native Americans used, and even had a very competitive game show!  The students had an 
amazing time! 

Language Arts 
  
 After publishing compare and contrast essays, students moved on to discussing and working with 
identifying the theme of a text.  They participated in a class discussion about the difference between main idea 
and theme, and also had the opportunity to complete a cut and paste sorting activity to continue practicing what 
they learned.  The Lorax by Dr. Seuss was used an introduction to identifying theme.  Students were also 
introduced to fables and learned about seven characteristics found in this type of text.  For each fable read, 
students identified the theme, provided evidence to show how the theme connected to the text, as well as how 
the theme can connect to real life.  As another way to work with this skill, students learned about the 
characteristics of a myth and used “The Golden Touch” about King Midas to determine theme. 

We have begun a unit on Figurative Language.  The first three types of figurative language that we 
focused on were similes, metaphors, and alliteration.    

Students continued to complete grammar review activities at the beginning of each class and completed 
a reading log for homework each week. 

Grade 4 – Romoff 

In math, the students continued to practice their long division skills and word problem skills. The main focus 
this month was the beginning concepts of fractions. Students have learned how to identify all the factors of a 
given number, whether a number is prime or composite, and are able to list the multiples of a given number. 
Students had many opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge in a variety of ways, including working with 
individual white boards, using fraction pieces, and working with partners on various tasks. Each week the 
students continue to practice the skills that have been learned this year in the four operations. 

In Science, the students completed their bird project and presented their reports to the class. They really learned 
so much about adaptations of their birds! The class also learned about parts of the nervous system. The students 
have become mini experts on the inner workings of the eye and ear. The children have learned how light is 
reflected off objects in order to see. The students are able to explain the path that light takes from entering the 
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eye to the brain interpreting the image. Students were amazed that the lens focuses an upside-down image onto 
the retina in the eye and that the brain interprets the image as right-side up. Students are also able to explain the 
process sound takes from outside the ear to the brain, which makes sense of the sounds we hear. The children 
were surprised to learn that the ear contains the 3 smallest bones in the body. 
  

Grade 4 – Trentacosti 

Language Arts 
  
 This month, our students have moved on to working with and identifying the theme of a text.  Theme 
was compared to a previously learned concept, main idea.  They participated in a class discussion about the 
difference between main idea and theme, which is a lesson or moral as opposed to what the text is mostly about.  
Students had the opportunity to complete a cut and paste sorting activity to continue practicing what they 
learned using examples of both themes and main ideas.   

The Lorax by Dr. Seuss was used an introduction to identifying theme.  Students were also introduced to 
fables and learned about seven characteristics found in this type of text.  For each fable read, students identified 
the theme, provided evidence to show how the theme connected to the text, as well as how the theme can 
connect to real life.  As another way to work with this skill, students learned about the characteristics of a myth 
and used “The Golden Touch” about King Midas to determine theme. 

We are beginning a unit on Figurative Language that will continue into April.  The first three types of 
figurative language that we focused on were similes, metaphors, and alliteration.    

Students continued to complete grammar review activities at the beginning of each class and completed 
a reading log for homework each week. 

Grade 5 – Ciliotta 

Science 

Earth’s Systems 
During the Month of March, our unit focused on the following standards; 5-ESS2-1. Develop a model using an 
example to describe ways the geosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and/or atmosphere interact. 5-
ESS2-2 .Describe and graph the amounts and percentages of water and fresh water in various reservoirs to 
provide evidence about the distribution of water on Earth. 5-ESS3-1. Obtain and combine information about 
ways individual communities use science ideas to protect the Earth’s resources and environment.  In order to 
accomplish our learning objectives, students engaged in various science experiments and team challenges.  One 
of these was to construct a structure that could withstand a 7.0 earthquake.  The students learned all about 
earthquakes as well as the importance of having building codes in place.  The Mystery Science lab about the 
hydrosphere allowed students the opportunity to model the amount of fresh, salt and frozen water that is 
available world wide.  Our unit concluded with the realization that availability of fresh water is a real concern 
that needs to be addressed.  Students learned about possible solutions to the fresh water problem including 
desalination.  The last challenge allowed them to construct a filtration device that would produce the cleanest 
water.  I am happy to share that students have done a great job during our challenge labs and they have really 
developed their thinking and engineering skills to come up with some great ideas.  In addition, they are learning 
to work together to accomplish a shared goal.  We will be learning all about stars during our next unit.		 
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Math 
Dining with Decimals 

      ! �  

During the month of March, students progressed onto decimal skills. Topics of study included multiplying, 
estimating, dividing decimals as well as problem solving skills.  It was a great unit in which students were given 
numerous opportunities to understand how Math relates to practical life situations.  Students completed a series 
of activities that involved learning to make change while eating out, as well as completing a shopping spree 
with an allotted budget.  To aid student understanding of these topics, students were able to work with play 
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money, watched videos and completed online activities during center time.   Student scores in both STAR and 
Think Through Math have been steadily rising and students should be very proud of their Math growth and 
accomplishments.  Our upcoming topics of study will focus on Data Collection and Representation. 
          

Grade 5 – Muscle 

Social Studies: Students continued to discuss life in the 13 Colonies. Students are identifying resources that can 
be found in each of the colonies depending on its location.  We also discussed imports and exports and how they 
affected the Triangular Trade. Finally, students found out more about different types of jobs that artisans and 
other colonists had at that time. Students also discussed slavery in the north and south colonies by focusing on 
the Middle Passage and the terrifying journey to the Americas. 

During DARE with Officers Marchitelli and Vitkovksy, students reviewed the material they had learned on 
tobacco and marijuana by playing the first round of DARE Family Feud. They have recently started to learn 
about cocaine and its street names and effects on the human body.  

ELA: Students finished working on the the text structure by working with question and answer text structure. 
They discussed parts of an interview and listened to some real life interviews. They also read some interviews 
so the students could understand the structure. To tie in with Social Studies, students chose a historical figure 
previously discussed in S.S. class, and created an interview. Students used technology to research the responses 
to their questions for the interviewee.  

Also, in preparation for Earth Day, students wrote an interview with Mother Nature. Students had to ask Mother 
Nature five questions and either research a response or create one.  

In further conjunction with Social Studies, students will begin reading George Washington’s Socks by Elvira 
Woodruff.  To introduce the novel, students completed various centers focusing on the American Revolution, 
the backdrop for the novel.  Students played colonial games, read nonfiction books, and watched historical 
fiction cartoons to build their knowledge. 

Grade 5 – Oppido 

HP Math: 
This month, this class has worked very hard and very quickly.  We have been able to get to three topics and two 
projects and the class is excelling nicely! At the start of the month after taking their Topic 2 assessment, they 
were giving a lunch project that correlated with Topics 1 and 2.  The class needed to order lunch for a week, 
while budgeting their allotted money ($25), write checks for the amount spent each day, as well as fill out a 
check register to keep track of their money.  The class really enjoyed working on this and their grades proved it!  
After the project was collected, we started Topic 6: Multiplying Decimals, then quickly moved onto Topic 7: 
Dividing Decimals and at the end of the month Topic 14 was started.  Topic 14 concentrated on finding and 
plotting data on line plots. As the topic was taught, they were required to complete a project with a classmate 
that involved making a survey, collecting and tallying data and then creating a line plot with the founded 
information. They are doing an amazing job! Once they are finished, I hope to display them on the bulletin 
board. 
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Math:  
We started this month off with Topic 2; the class enjoyed the little songs we sang to remember the rules of 
estimation. We quickly moved onto Topic 6: Multiplying Decimals, which as long as the students remember to 
count the numbers after the decimals in each factor, they get the right answer every time.  The trick to remember 
how to line up the two factors to multiply and then where to place the decimal in the answer.  Toward the end of 
the month, we moved onto Topic 7: Dividing Decimals, which is more or less the opposite of multiplying!  
Some were confused, and who could blame them.  More next month on how they all ended up doing with this 
topic.  

Science: 
After the project was complete on how much water there was in the world, the class learned about the last 
sphere of the world, which was the Biosphere.  They took their quiz on that as well as their big unit test on the 
whole unit of Earth’s Systems. While studying for their unit test, we began working on their next project. In 
order to tie everything together, the classes were broken into small groups and given a biome to research.  
Together they needed to create a replica of their biome as well as become experts on it to teach the rest of the 
class. During the last week or two of March, the science classes, were dedicated to learning about the different 
biomes in the world. It was interesting to see the students transform into teachers! On the next page, are some 
pictures of their replicas (work in progress). 

� 																						� 									

� 																							� 	
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Grade 5 – Palmieri 

Social Studies: Students continued to discuss life in the 13 colonies. Students are identifying resources that can 
be found in each of the colonies depending on its location.  We also discussed imports and exports and how they 
affected the Triangular Trade.  Finally, students found out more about different types of jobs that artisans and 
other colonists had at that time. Students are currently working on chapter 4, lesson 3 which discusses slavery in 
the north and south colonies. Students focused on the Middle Passage and the terrifying journey to the 
Americas. 

ELA: Students worked on the question and answer text structure. We discussed parts of an interview and 
listened to some real life interviews. We also read some interviews so the students could understand the 
structure. To tie in our social studies unit, students chose a historical figure previously discussed in S.S. class, 
and created a 8 question minimum interview. Students used technology to research the responses to their 
questions for the interviewee.  
Students will begin reading George Washington’s Socks by Elvira Woodruff.  To introduce the novel, students 
completed various centers focusing on the American Revolution, the backdrop for the novel.  Students played 
colonial games, read nonfiction books, and watched historical fiction cartoons to build their knowledge. 

 Grade 6 – Borrell 

English- The English classes have finished our second novel of the year, Bud Not Buddy.  The students had a 
great time reading this novel and also learning about The Great Depression.  The class then read another 
selection by Christopher Paul Curtis entitled, Elijah of Buxton.  Students discussed the similarities and 
differences between Elijiah of Buxton and Bud, Not Buddy. 

We have eagerly moved onto our last novel of the year, The Giver.  Everyone is so excited to begin this novel! 
This novel is a dystopian fiction novel.  The world in which the main character Jonas lives in seems perfect, but 
is it really? The class is having fun discussing this weird community and in the process also discussing some 
serious social issue topics as well. 
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Social Studies – We are busy finishing up our chapter on Ancient China.  The students are enjoying having 
many discussions about this interesting culture. The historians will soon be starting the chapter on Ancient 
Greece.  We have been looking forward to this chapter for a long time!  Along with reading the chapter, the 
students will do research on a famous Greek figure of their choice.  Everyone is really excited to learn about 
this interesting ancient culture’s daily life and the myths and legends as well.   

I cannot believe we are in the home stretch of the school year.  The sixth graders are preparing and becoming 
more and more like seventh graders everyday! 

Grade 6 – Koernig 
        
Mrs. Koernig- English 

 The class completed the novel:  Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis.   The class continued to 
have guided reading conversations on social issues pertaining to the times of the novel such as race and poverty. 
 Students continued to build their vocabulary, especially of time period terminology.  While reading the novel, 
students focused on character traits and the setting, both where and when the story takes place.  The students 
learned how authors use Direct and Indirect Characterization to describe their characters.  Students used their 
creativity to create a movie poster to review main parts of the novel.  They had to illustrate four scenes for the 
movie poster and include captions each of the four scenes. 
 Students completed a Webquest on Louis Armstrong, a famous jazz musician.  Jazz music is a key 
component within the novel and the Webquest allowed students gain background knowledge that connected to 
the 1920’s and 1930’s.   
 The class ended the unit with an Author Study and Comparison Lesson on Bud, Not Buddy and Elijah of 
Buxton, both by Christopher Paul Curtis.  Students applied their knowledge of Direct and Indirect 
Characterization to compare characters.  Then they found text evidence to support each of the traits. 

Mrs. Koernig- Social Studies  
Chapter 5 Ancient China- The class will write an outline for the sections. The class learned about The 

Geography of China's River Valleys, Confucius and His Teachings, and Warring Kingdoms Unite.  The class 
worked together to complete section worksheets applying their knowledge of the content.  Students learned how 
to read a variety of maps, charts, and graphs in an atlas.  Students worked in groups to read and interpret an 
atlas of China. 

Grade 6 – Molta 

March was filled with many fun activities for the sixth grade students. They had a blast watching their friends 
compete on Pi Day! They showed tremendous school spirit on our spirit days. We were especially excited to 
participate in, and ultimately win, The Great Replay! 

Math: For the month of March, math class took a turn into the land of Geometry! We explored the 
characteristics of different 3D Shapes as well as investigated their nets. The students enjoyed creating their own 
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foldable nets of a cube, rectangular prism and square pyramid! We learned all about nets, surface area, and 
volume of cubes, prisms, and pyramids.  

�  

Science: We focused on Natural Resources for the month of March in science. Students learned to distinguish 
between renewable and nonrenewable resources. They created brochures to suggest ways in which we can 
conserve one of our most valuable resources – water. We also honed in on the correlation between population 
growth and the usage of our natural resources.  

Grade 6 – Negro 

March was a great month in sixth grade!  In science, students began learning about natural resources.  Students 
completed a Quest activity in which they investigated how an area’s natural resources determine whether it will 
become a “boomtown” or a “bust”.  Students demonstrated their knowledge of how precious of a resource water 
is by creating an informational brochure about water conservation.  Next we began a study of human impact-- 
how the actions of humans impact Earth’s systems.  Students conducted experiments to investigate exponential 
population growth, air pollution and water pollution (photo below).  Students completed a human impact 
WebQuest to demonstrate understanding of the topic.  

     In math, students studied geometry.  We reviewed some concepts learned in 4th and 5th grade, and we 
expanded knowledge by studying new concepts.  Students learned how to write equations to calculate a missing 
angle measure in a triangle and modeled perimeter using toothpicks.  Students worked to figure out the formulas 
for area of a triangle and area of a parallelogram by decomposing and “boxing in” figures.  Students also used 
the strategy of decomposing to find the area of trapezoids.  Students in the HP class also explored special angle 
pairs: complementary, supplementary, and vertical.  Next students moved on to study 3D figures.  They were 
able to count edges and vertices on models of 3D figures.  Students created nets of rectangular prisms, cubes 
and square pyramids and discovered the variety of ways that they could be arranged.  These nets were also used 
to calculate surface area. Students wrapped up the month of March by learning how to calculate volume.     
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Special Education – Albanese 

Language Arts:  

The students this month have been focusing on the theme. A theme is a life lesson and something that a reader 
can connect to in the text. Some of the common themes that the students have learned about are be prepared, 
practice and persistence pay off, and be happy with who you are as a person. The students read passages to 
identify the theme in the story. The students started to read fables to understand their understanding of the 
material to look at different types of text.  
-Kathleen Albanese 03/2019 

� 			

Math:  

The students have been working on different strategies and how they can solve for a division problem. The 
different ways that the students can solve for a division problem are by repeated subtraction, arrays, equal 
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groups, and standard division. Students were exposed to dividing up to three digit dividends by one digit 
divisor. They will be tested on these skills and will have to create a poster on the different strategies to solve a 
division problem. -Kathleen Albanese 03/2019 

� 	

RTI:  

The students should be working on learning about division through interactive games. The games include 
division with and without remainders. Students were able to be engaged with the lessons. My other RTI class 
learned about homophones through an engaging matching game with partners. The students have enjoyed the 
interactive games. -Kathleen Albanese 03/2019 

� 	

Special Education – Carroll 

  
Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math resource room 

This month the class continued their geometry unit.  They learned how to name a triangle by its sides 
and angles.  Students also used a two-step equation to solve for the missing angle in a triangle. 

Students continued their knowledge of quadrilaterals and polygons to find perimeters.  Then students 
learned the difference between area and perimeter and found area for rectangles and squares.  Then they learned 
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how to decompose and compose triangles and quadrilaterals to find the area and perimeter or triangle, 
parallelograms, and trapezoids. 

The students have been using IXL to further extend their practice of skills they are learning in class.  
Students are also using centers that focus on fluency of the four basic operations and extension activities on the 
weekly topics.  The class has also begun using Imagine Math.  They are working on their own pathways. 

 Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade ELA resource room 
 The class completed their second novel of the year:  Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis.   The 
class continued to have guided reading conversations on social issues pertaining to the times of the novel such 
as race and poverty.  Students continued to build their vocabulary, especially of time period terminology.  While 
reading the novel, students focused on character traits and the setting, both where and when the story takes 
place.  The students learned how authors use direct and indirect characterization to describe their characters.  
The class continued to focus their studies on elements of plot while reading the novel.   
 Students used their creativity to create a movie poster for the novel.  The had to illustrate four scenes for 
the movie and include captions for the scenes. 
 Students completed a webquest on Louis Armstrong, a famous jazz musician.  Jazz plays a key 
component in the novel and students continued to build background knowledge connected to the time period. 
 The class ended the unit on Bud, Not Buddy with a comparison essay of Bud, Not Buddy and Elijah of 
Buxton, both by Christopher Paul Curtis.  Students applied their knowledge of character traits and comparing 
characters.  Then they found text evidence to support the trait.  The teacher modeled how to write an essay to 
compare the characters from both texts. 

!  
Do Now activities have focused on grammar, usage, and mechanics editing of sentences. 
The class started their final novel and unit of the year.  The class learned about Utopia vs Dystopia and 

fantasy and science fiction.  The class also discussed the issues dealt with in The Giver by Lois Lowry.  The 
class learned genre driven vocabulary.  Students focused on foreshadowing and prediction while reading. 
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Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math RTI class 
Students meet on Mondays for this RTI class.  This month the class reinforced their skills in decimals 

and long division.   They also reinforced finding the area of triangles, complex figures, parallelograms, and 
trapezoids.  6th grade math teachers collaborated on what skills needed more support from the past few months 
of learning. 

6th Grade Social Studies ICS classes 
 The class then moved on to Chapter 5 Ancient China defining key words.  The class learned how to 
write an outline for each section of the text.  The class learned about The Geography of China's River Valleys, 
Confucius	and	His	Teachings,	and	Warring	Kingdoms	Unite.		The	class	worked	together	to	complete	
section	worksheets	applying	their	knowledge	of	the	content.	
	 Students	learned	how	to	read	a	variety	of	maps,	charts,	and	graphs	in	an	atlas.		Students	worked	in	
groups	to	read	and	interpret	an	atlas	of	China.	

Special Education – Lanfranchi 

5th Grade Mathematics 
 In the month of March, our class has completed Topic 2 by adding and subtracting decimals. Currently 
students are working within Topic 6 which includes multiplying with decimals.  Students first learned the 
process of moving a decimal point in a number when multiplying by 10, 100, or 1000.  The next skill our class 
has been working on learning the steps to multiply a decimal by a whole number to make sure they are 
multiplying and moving the decimal point correctly in the product.  Our class has also continued to use Imagine 
Math weekly to reinforce math skills and prepare for the NJSLA. 

5th Grade Language Arts 
During the month of March, our class discussed a variety of reading skills and strategies to help with 

comprehension.  We worked on strategies such as compare/contrast and problem/solution. To work on these 
strategies, students read a variety of articles  and used text features and details used to enhance their learning. To 
prepare for our next class novel, George Washington Socks, we have been researching the American 
Revolution. 

5th Social Studies ICS 
This month our class has completed Chapter 4: Life in the Colonies to discuss how environment and 

location influence where people live and what they do there. Our class discussed how the class system of the 
colonies shaped the government and how certain groups of people were treated.   

5th Science ICS 
During the month of March, we have continued learning about the Geosphere. Earth’s spheres.  Students 

have continued to research about the four layers of the Earth by completing have been completing interactive 
webquests.  Students have also been learning about how earthquakes are formed and have put their engineering 
skills to good use by constructing a three-floor building to be tested on our Richter Scale.   

  
4th & 5th Grade RTI 

To further practice working on identifying main ideas of a text, students have been reading various 
articles and completing center activities. 
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Special Education – Panayoti  
  
Math 

This month the class continued their geometry unit.  They learned how to name a triangle by its sides 
and angles and practice identifying polygons to find perimeter and area.  Then students learned the difference 
between area and perimeter and found the area for rectangles and squares. Students learned how to decompose 
and compose triangles and quadrilaterals to find the area and perimeter of triangles, parallelograms, and 
trapezoids. 

The students have been using IXL to further extend their practice of skills they are learning in class.  
Students are also using centers that focus on fluency of the four basic operations and extension activities on the 
weekly topics. 

English 
 The class completed their second novel of the year Bud, not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis. 

The class continued to have guided reading conversations on social issues pertaining to the times of the novel 
such as race and poverty. Students continued to build their vocabulary, especially of time period terminology. 
While reading the novel, students focused on character traits and the setting, both where and when the story 
takes place. The students learned how authors use direct and indirect characterization to describe their 
characters. The class continued to focus their studies on elements of plot while reading the novel. 

ESL – Manicone 

This month we completed working on the writing process.  The student organized her idea, edited to make the 
compare and contrast essay, sound more clear.  We began taking the WIDA ACCESS test.  Next, we moved into 
theme vs main idea, and practiced identifying the theme in multiple different readings.  Finally, at the end of the 
month we began working on figurative language.   

Art	–	C.	Sterba	

Grade 4 Art- Students finished working on artwork based off of the style of Andy Warhol. In the style of his 
celebrity Pop-Art portraits, the students created self-portraits, then using different color schemes to fill them in 
they discovered how their image was affected. 

Grade 5 Art – Students finished working on creating their own super heroes as they learn how a professional 
company does the same. They completed conceptual designs for their own characters after studying proportion 
and color. Then they learned how to ink them to finish their designs. 

Grade 6 Art- We began the month with the creation of Suminagashi prints, creating some interesting marbled 
paper designs that we later used as part of our book-making project. The prints were used to create the front and 
back covers of our handmade books. Afterwards we moved on to creating a collage based on the artwork of 
American artist Romare Bearden. 
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Music – J. Sterba 

Each month in all general music class we learn songs that celebrate patriotism and special holidays. Our 
patriotic song for the month of March was “Yankee Doodle”. Students learned to sing as well as perform the 
traditional dance that accompanied this song.  The students also learned to sing and dance to “Wee Falorie Man” 
a traditional Irish Folk song for the celebration of St. Patrick’s Day. 

Fourth grade 
Students have successfully learned how to play “The Blue Danube” on their recorders They then critiqued their 
own performance on whether they felt they were successful or unsuccessful based on the criteria and structure 
within the song.  

Fifth graders  
The New Jersey Performance Standards for music frequently mandate the use of standard notation in the music 
education environment.  Iconic/graphic notation is an intermediate step, but literacy with standard music 
notation is the goal. Students in fifth grade are learning how to identify steps, skips, leaps and repeated notes in 
a piece of music.  We are also going to be working on a mini-musical entitled “Interplanetary Jammin’” to 
coincide with their science curriculum. 

Sixth graders  
Much of the music you hear in your community has its origins in the musical and cultural heritage of other 
countries.  This month in music Unit 3 “Music in Our Communities” spends time experiencing the traditional 
folk music, dance and customs of different countries. So far students have listened to “Bo Hai Huan Ten” music 
from a Chinese lantern festival, watched a traditional Mexican Folk Dance while listening to “El jarabe tapatio” 
and performed “The Chicken Dance” the traditional folk dance of Oktoberfest.  Later on in this unit we will be 
experiencing music and composition in the style of the music on the continent of Africa. 

BAND 
About 90 students participated in the 9th annual Wood-Ridge and Moonachie Schools Band Festival 2019.  
These young musicians shared their love and talent with an audience attendance at an all time high.  The parents 
loved seeing and hearing their children perform, especially when siblings are in two different schools.  This 
event will be featured in the April/May 2019 Gazette Newspaper. 
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Vocal	ensemble	to	see	Shrek	
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Library/Media – Diaz 

The Wood-Ridge Intermediate School library program consists of weekly scheduled classes for students in 
grades four through six. Students in these grades receive a library grade at the end of each  marking period. 
Grades 4-6 library and digital literacy skills reinforced, along with digital media studies. Also at each level, 
research assignments are completed with an emphasis on curriculum connections in science, social studies, 
math and the arts. These connections are made throughout the year by Ms. Diaz  working collaboratively with 
the classroom and subject area teachers. 

March 2019, grade 6 students concluded their lesson on Genres and the Dewey Decimal System.  Grade 5 
students worked on the Dewey Decimal System and how to organize the bookshelf according to the DDS. 
Grade 4 students learned about the DDS and virtually reshelved fiction and non-fiction books. Everyone had a 
great time! 

Circulation Practices 
Books can be returned every day during school hours. Children may check out books for a 2 week period with 2 
renewals allowed. We do not charge fines for overdue books. However, fines are charged for lost or damaged 
books. Our first overdue notice is sent home after 30 days, with a second notice following at 60 days. After 60 
days a third notice is issued, along with the replacement cost. Report cards will not be issued at the end of the 
year to students who have overdue books or unpaid assessments. 
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Physical Education – Rella 

In March,  students participated in the “The American Heart Challenge” Fundraiser for the American Heart 
Association.  This program educates students on living heart healthy, inspires students to engage in the mission 
of the American Heart Association and allows them to experience fun physical activity at school. Each week in 
March, students had the opportunity to compete in a weekly challenge, such as The Jump Rope Challenge, The 
Hula Hoop Challenge, The Warrior Challenge, and finally The Dodgeball Challenge.  In addition, our students 
learned the importance of helping out the community and raising awareness for heart disease.  WRIS did an 
amazing job this year raising over $7400, which is over $2000 more than last year!!  Our students should feel 
proud that their actions are changing the lives of people in and beyond our community. Great job WRIS!! 
Special thanks to all of our fundraisers, their parents, and the PTA for donating the prize baskets for our raffle!! 
See below for some highlights of our event. 

Speech – Pittaro 

Speech-Language therapy took place in the classroom and speech-therapy room. Children participated in group 
and/or individual sessions which were tailored to each child’s individual needs.  Students worked hard on their 
articulation, expressive and receptive language skills.  

March focused on exciting St. Patrick and March Madness themed activities.  Students practiced their 
articulation skills by thinking of nouns/adjectives/verbs/adverbs with their sounds related to the month of 
March. Sounds being worked on included: /s/ /z/ /th/ /er/ /l/ /sh/and /ch/. 

Expressively, students were given new vocabulary words and were required to define, compare and contrast 
them.  Also being addressed was improving word finding and categorizing skills. Students had to categorize and 
name as many items they can in a given category related to March.  Students who are working on improving 
their syntax wrote sentences using multiple meaning words. 

Receptively, students read and answered questions related to the history of St. Patrick’s Day which helped to 
improve their comprehension, and inferencing skills. Students were also given three-four unrelated complex 
directions in order to strengthen and improve their memory.  

STEM Club – Oppido 

The fifth grade STEM Club members are such hard workers and want to constantly be doing and creating; it’s 
AWESOME!  We had our last three meetings this month on March 14th (because of inclement weather) March 
20th and our last meeting sadly was on March 27th.   
The first meeting this month, started with the group that attended working on their contraption for the egg drop 
contest. They were given certain supplies and told they can only use them to build their egg barrier.   

Below are a few pictures of the groups working together.  
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The second meeting, the groups were ready to launch their contraptions and see who’s could last the highest 
height without cracking.  By the end of this meeting, we had three groups out and seven still in.  We started 
dropping from 10 inches above the ground and we have gotten to 100 inches and still have ways to go. Next 
week we will doing our final drops as well as our final activity, the Puff Mobiles… 

Below are a few pictures of the groups dropping their contraptions.  
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At the last meeting, we finished our egg drop contest and out of all the groups that participated, 4 groups had 
eggs that just wouldn’t crack.  Our highest level was released from the elevator hallway and dropped down to 
the front foyer of the school.  The four groups that were winners were: Michelle Lambe and Isabella Drotos; 
Nicholas Matejko, Aries Melendez and Giancarlo Valente; Brandon DiMascio and Jake Wall; Jack Milne and 
Eric Hayes.  Congratulations to them all for a job well done! 

Once we were done with the egg drop, the group started their Puff Mobile Challenge.  They were given specific 
materials and then asked to create a mobile that could move with just one puff of air.  They did a great job and 
below are pictures to prove it! 

� 				� 			� 			� 	
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Drama Club – Muscle 

The Drama Club met to practice for our Spring production. We have started rehearsing on the stage to 
get the feel for a true production. We continued to learn our lines, sing the songs, and how to have stage 
presence. We met on March 6th, 13th, and 20th to practice our play, My Son Pinocchio. The date of our final 
production has also changed to June 4th due to the 5th grade field trip. 

Choir Club – Manolakakis 

Club/Activity

March – WRIS – Vocal Ensemble 2019 

Meeting Date(s)

All Meetings are held in the WRIS Music Room on Wednedays from 3pm – 3:45pm.   

○ March: 6, 13, 20, 27 
●

Agenda

Rehearsal:   
3/6/19 - 25 Students attended 
3/13/19 - 20 Students attended 
3/20/19 - 17 Students attended 
3/27/19 - 31 Students attended 

All Rehearsals 
● Sign-In Sheet 
● Basic Sight reading - How to look at music, symbols (notes/rests/staff/system) 
● Sing through songs 

○ This is Me 
○ Get Back Up Again 
○ The Greatest Showman 
○ Remember Me 
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Safety Patrol – Johnson 

Our Safety Patrol students made some very nice cards to send to the troops with some encouraging messages 
and thanks for all of the service to our country.  These will be mailed to hopefully brighten the spirits of some of 
our servicemen and women.  At our next meeting we will determine what our next community service focus 
will be for the upcoming months.  We have just a few more months and we will be beginning to discuss the 
Safety Patrol members for next year.  I will keep everyone posted. 

Art Club/Stage Crew -Carroll 

Meeting on March 5, 2019 (5th/6th grade)-14 members attended 

Meeting on March 19, 2016 (4th grade-15 members attended 

Meeting this month focused on collaboration with the WRIS drama Club.  The young artists have been working 
on the set, props, and costumes for the play My Son Pinocchio.  Students created fairy wings for costumes.  
They also made  wooden planks 6 sided cubes for the set.  Students are learning about how art is used in theater 
and how size of images and bold colors are emphasized.  Agendas/how to-s were created for each project for 
students to use a a guide.  Students learned to work together to achieve a goal. 

The are club has also collaborated with Mrs. Rella for the American Heart Challenge.  They created a 
pie in the face poster in the style of 80s workout gear. 

This month the art club also collaborated with the band and choir.  They are creating decorations for the 
spring concert.  Students colored images of trolls, dinosaurs, and more to add to the stage for the concert. 

Student Council - Negro 

March 7, 2019  Meeting with Student Council members 

● discussed, created and hung posters for “Peeps for Troops”  
● created a flier to be distributed to parents regarding “Peeps for Troops” 
● spoke to representative from Pennies for Patients about participation in Penny Wars (participation will 

not work out this year) 

students in attendance: 10 

March 21, 2019  Meeting with Student Council members 

Activities/Fund-Raisers/Field Trips

3/27/19 - Going to take VE to see “The Musical Shrek” New Jersey City University. !!  
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● prepared posters for the American Heart Challenge 
● discussed Penny Wars to benefit Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
● homeroom penny containers due Thursday, April 4th. 

students in attendance: 9 

Journalism – Diaz 

March 5:  13 in attendance 

March 19: 6 in attendance 

See the WRIS Gazette on the WRIS home page. 

WRJRSRHS                                                                                                                                                          

English Department 
Ms. Hunter 
English I 
English I classes continued reading William Shakespeare’s play Romeo and Juliet, and took a test on acts one and two. 
They also created timelines of key events that included important quotes from the play, wrote a literary analysis essay 
comparing tones in supplemental reading to a scene from the play, and analyzed Shakespeare’s use of monologues, 
soliloquies, and asides. Students continued to improve their vocabulary, and reached Lesson 15 in their Wordly Wise 
workbooks. 
English I Honors 
English I Honors students finished reading William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, and took tests at the midpoint and 
end of the play. They analyzed archetypes, and wrote a literary analysis essay comparing tones in two pieces based on act 
three, scene one of the play. They also finished reading a novel of their choice and wrote a brief essay exploring whether 
the protagonist was a dynamic character. Students continued to improve their vocabulary, and reached Lesson 15 in their 
Wordly Wise workbooks. 

Kimberly Millar 
English II and English II Honors 
The English II classes continue to work on an interdisciplinary unit on the Vietnam War. Students completed an online 
Scavenger Hunt to create a timeline starting with the events leading up to the Vietnam War and ending in 1982 with the 
dedication of the Vietnam Memorial (see photos). Students will also read Wilfred Owen’s descriptive poem, Dulce et 
Decorum Est, after which students wrote poems that express their personal views on war. The classes are currently reading 
Tim O’Brien’s war story, The Things They Carried.   Students will be assigned culminating project options that depict 
common themes addressed in the novel and students’ perceptions of each character as revealed through the plot.  The 
English II classes also continue to prep for the upcoming ELA section of the NJSLA test. 
Creative Writing 
At the beginning of the year, Ms. Millar’s creative writing class entered a contest sponsored by Stranger Sagas. Students 
had to select a prompt and write a mini-saga of no more than 100 words.   We are proud to announce that eleven of the 
students’ stories were selected and published in the latest series of Stranger Sagas New Jersey!!! Congratulations to the 
following students: Shannon Bhargava, Nicholas Parmi, Jada-Lynn Grullon, Anne Marie Brown, Alexandra Skorupski, 
Carley Rose, Brooke Basile, Amber Young, Dylan Pachon, Lirak Hasangjekaj, and Isabella Mata.  
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Pete Forman 
11th Grade Language Arts 
Junior English classes are finishing their analytical review of The Crucible by Arthur Miller.  Students are working on a 
differentiated unit project in their “google groups”.  After The Crucible, the classes will turn their attention to the poetic 
works of one of America’s greatest writers:  Robert Frost. In this unit, students will examine the historical significance of 
Frost’s life and how his poems support our “year long” essential question:  How does American literature define the 
American dream? Class wide written assessments will compare and contrast Frost’s works with other poems we have read 
throughout the year.   
11th Grade Language Arts Honors 
Honors students continue their websites in preparation for the their final presentations.  Students will continue to meet 
outside of school in their google groups for Socratic discussion on literary topics including Robert Frost, gender in 
literature, and the historical relevance of poetry to the 1960’s.  In class, students will read the works of Robert Frost and 
begin writing “target” essays in teams. Students will work to edit, revise, and draft their written works using “google 
doc’s”. 

Matt Bogert 
English 7 
Throughout the month of February students continue to develop their writing skills through the use of Strategies for 
Writers. The 7th grade students completed writing Editorials, Poetry, and Research Papers. Students are completing the 
reading of the novel The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. Students continue to be tested on their knowledge of the novel and 
vocabulary used throughout. Students will continue to work on their reading comprehension and development of writing 
skills.  
English 7 Honors 
The Honor’s class have completed the reading of the novel The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton and are working in Literature 
Circles completing writing tasks for the novel. Students continue to develop their reading comprehension and their writing 
skills through the use of Strategies for Writers. Students have completed their third and final Dialectical Journal of the 
year.  The students will have three more novels to complete after The Outsiders. Students will begin with the reading of 
The Hobbit, and Night to close out the school year.  
 

Christine Green 
English IV AP 
Students are continuing to prep for the AP exam in May...They are reading novels, analyzing poetry, and writing in 
preparation for the test. They are also reviewing all the literary terms necessary for the test.  The class is taking timed AP 
prep tests and are very busy! 
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English IV College Prep 
Students are completing their British textbook units.  They are currently studying the British Modern Unit.  They are 
working in writing teams creating poetry based on the British society during the Modern period. 
English Honors 
The Honors class has recently completed three works by the Greek writer Sophocles.  They are also studying the speeches 
by Winston Churchill during World War 11 in England.  

Lara Schmitt 
7th Grade English 
Resource Support Center 
For the month of March, the seventh graders have been researching the 1960’s in preparation for their novel study of  The 
Outsiders, which was written and set in that decade.  Students engaged in various forms of research, including finding 
reputable online sources as well as watching documentaries and looking at photographs, then created a slideshow 
presentation of their understandings.  To further revv their minds for reading The Outsiders, the students also completed 
an anticipation guide that prompted them to reflect on key themes and ideals from the novel.   
The students are both excited and eager to read the classic novel and to “stay gold” for the remainder of the school year! 
8th Grade English 
Resource Support Center 
The eighth grade students have begun reading the novel Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  As they read, they have not only 
been answering text dependent questions that encourage higher order thinking about the text, but they have also been 
participating in meaningful class discussions centered around text and historical events.  Furthermore, the students 
practiced their presentation skills when they presented their Black History Month research slideshows to the class 
audience, asking classmates’ questions about their topic when asked. 
The students look forward to delving further into their reading to analyze the injustices that took place in the South in the 
1930’s. 
Eng. IV 
Resource Support Center 
The Seniors have continued to progress in studying British Literature, having moved on to the English Renaissance with 
the reading and study of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  While reading, the students have been using context clues to figure out 
the meanings of unknown words as well as answering various levels of questions about various parts of the texts. 
The students look forward to finishing up their Senior year in British Literature, using what they have learned in this 
course in their future studies after leaving Wood-Ridge. 
English I 
Resource Support Center 
The freshmen have begun reading the novel, Speak, and have been making thoughtful predictions, analyses, and 
conclusions about the text.  They have been particularly enjoying reading this text since they are able to make text-to-self 
connections between the main character, since the story is about her freshman year experience.  The students will be 
finishing up their reading in the upcoming weeks wherein they will complete journal entries and various project-based 
assessments. 
The students are looking forward to finishing out the last marking period of their freshmen year strong! 

Melissa Papp 
Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Throughout the month of March, my classes are analyzing Mildred Taylor's Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry along with 
corresponding informational text. Our focus has been evaluating if Taylor accurately portrays the early stages of the Civil 
Rights Movement in the South.  We have accomplished this through timed writing activities, close reading and discussion, 
studying the vocabulary, and connecting the text to its historical context.  
Grade 8 English Language Arts, Honors 
After completing analysis of Christie’s And Then There Were None and writing captivating mystery stories of their own, 
the honors students have begun book clubs with student-choice novels--creating their own rigorous reading schedule and 
discussing their novels weekly.  Additionally, they are beginning to research background information for Roll of Thunder, 
Hear My Cry: Jim Crow Laws, sharecropping, Plessy versus Ferguson, and Brown versus the Board of Education, along 
with Taylor’s life and work.   Finally, they are completing writing and grammar practice using the Six Traits for Effective 
Writing including a “Mary Had a Little Lamb” voice activity, exploring dialogue, and word choice. 
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Math Department 
Lisa Ames 
Geometry 
We completed chapter 5 by learning about the triangle inequalities. Students used spaghetti to determine the rule for the 3 
lengths of a triangle. To start chapter 6, we discussed vocabulary related to polygons and discovering the polygon angle 
sum theorems for interior and exterior angles. Students learned about the properties of quadrilaterals and how they are 
interconnected. Students completed lessons on Khan Academy related to chapters 5 and 6. On March 14, we also 
celebrated Pi Day where students brought in circular objects and measured circumference and diameter to get the closest 
calculation of Pi.  

Geometry Honors 
To continue our chapter on quadrilaterals, students used the online program called Geogebra to measure angles, sides, and 
diagonals of each parallelogram as well as trapezoids and kites to discover what properties are unique to each one. Then, 
they applied these properties to determine angle measures as well as determine relationships between each quadrilateral. 
Students completed lessons on Khan Academy as well as Gizmos related to chapters 5 and 6. On March 14, we also 
celebrated Pi Day where students brought in circular objects and measured circumference and diameter to get the closest 
calculation of Pi.  
AP Statistics  
We continued our study of hypothesis testing by looking at how to test one and two sample t distributions as well as one 
and two proportion t tests. We also looked at how independence affects what kind of testing we will complete when we 
have two samples. Students completed MyMath assignments for each chapter as well as some investigative tasks applying 
each type of hypothesis test. We practiced free response questions from each chapter and students completed a cumulative 
test on hypothesis testing.  
Statistics 
We began chapter 7 with an introduction to hypothesis testing by writing null and alternative hypotheses as well as 
analyzing Type 1 and 2 Errors that can occur. We completed hypothesis tests using means of large and small samples and 
students analyzed how a rejection region or p-value determined whether we reject or fail to reject a hypothesis. On March 
14, we also celebrated Pi Day where students brought in circular objects and measured circumference and diameter to get 
the closest calculation of Pi.Then, they calculated means and standard deviations from their measurements to construct 
confidence intervals that approximate Pi.  

Gabe-Ben-Nun 
Algebra 2  
The unit begins with reviewing adding, subtracting, and multiplying polynomials as well as finding zeros of quadratic 
functions. Dividing polynomials and the Remainder Theorem are emphasized. Students will be asked to analyze 
polynomial functions and find the zeros both algebraically, in tables, and graphically along with their multiplicity. The 
Rational Zeros Theorem is introduced and students will find candidates and use them to find real & complex zeros of 
polynomials. Students will also be asked to write polynomial functions from the given zeros. Lastly, students will model 
practical examples with polynomial functions. 
Pre-Algebra 
This chapter will allow students to learn about 3-dimensional solids and how to calculate their volume. They will also use 
these formulas to solve real world problems. 

Robert Berger 
Resource Algebra I 
Students continued working on chapter 4: An Introduction to Functions. They worked on:  Using Graphs to relate two 
quantities, patterns and linear functions, patterns and non-linear functions, graphing a function rule, writing a function 
rule, formalizing function rules, and arithmetic sequences.  They completed chapter 4 and ended with a test. They then 
moved into Chapter 5: Linear Functions.  They covered topics of rate of change, slope, and direct variation. They will 
continue to learn about point slope form, slope intercept form, standard form, parallel and perpendicular lines, scatter plots 
and absolute value graphs. Students have continued to do their weekly Khan Academy lessons and Weekly pop quizzes for 
remediation and practice. 
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Resource Algebra II 
Students began the month working in chapter 5 polynomials and covered topics including adding/subtracting, multiplying 
polynomials, polynomial functions, zeros of polynomial functions, solving polynomial equations, and division of 
polynomials.  Following their chapter test on polynomials they have moved onto chapter 6 radical functions and rational 
exponents. They have covered roots and radical expressions and will be exploring multiplying and dividing radical 
expressions next. They have continued to complete weekly pop quizzes, and Khan Academy for reinforcement and 
remediation.  

Alexis De Coma 
Math 7- Resource 
We have spent the beginning of March finishing up Chapter 6, Geometry.  We learned about areas of regular and irregular 
figures as well as perimeters, circumference, radius, and diameter.  We have been practicing these skills using Khan 
Academy. We have also been supplementing our Do Now’s with practice NJSLA problems.  We are going to be using 
many of the strategies we talk about to prepare ourselves and our skills for the NJSLA assessment coming in April. 

Kristine Schoenig 
Math 8 
The 8th grade math students completed their work on Systems of Equations. They then reviewed previously learned 
geometry material in preparation for our shift to geometry. The Students then started working with transformations of 
figures in the coordinate plane. They have learned to translate, reflect and rotate figures around the coordinate plane. 
  
Steve Olsen 
Algebra 2 Honors 
Students completed Unit G covering Rational Functions and Unit H Covering Rational Exponents and Radical Equations. 
 Concepts covered included graphing rational functions with removable and nonremovable discontinuities, simplifying 
expressions with rational exponents, solving and graphing radial functions.  Students were formally tested with a 2 unit 
tests and 2 unit quizzes. 
Pre-Calculus Honors 
Students completed unit K covering Vectors and Polar Coordinates.   Students began unit M covering conic sections.  
Concepts include graphing and writing equations for circles, ellipses, parabolas and hyperbolas.  Students were formally 
tested with a unit test and 3 mid unit quizzes. 
Pre-Calculus CP 
Students completed unit H trigonometric equations. Students began unit K covering Vectors.  Concepts include identifying 
2 dimensional vectors in component and linear combination form, finding magnitude and direction, and using properties 
to solve applications.  Students were formally tested with a unit test and 3 mid unit quizzes. 
AP Computer Science Principles 
Students completed the unit on building apps in javascript.  Topics included user input strings, conditional logic, boolean 
expressions and an introductions to lists and arrays.  Students completed 2 mid unit quizzes and completed 2 
programming projects. 

James Santangelo 
Algebra I  
Students completed a unit on linear functions and began a unit on solving systems of equations.  Students were also 
assigned a project on scatterplots and lines of best fit.  For this project, students are researching bivariate data and, using 
Desmos or another graphing tool, they will make a scatterplot, find a line of best fit, and make predictions based on their 
results.  The students will make a poster of their work and present their research and findings to the class. 
Algebra I Honors 
Students completed a unit on exponential functions and polynomials.  We ended the month talking about quadratics and 
their graphs.  We also applied quadratics to gravitational pull and projectiles.  Students made connections between the 
algebra and the graphs of the quadratics while using Desmos. 
Calculus 
The students spent this month analyzing function behaviors by connecting the function with its first two derivatives. 
 Students applied the Extreme Value Theorem and Mean Value Theorem to functions.  They also determined points of 
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local extrema and intervals of increasing and decreasing behavior.  We finished the month discussing the second 
derivative and its application to finding intervals of concavity and points of inflection. 

Ryan Burger 
Math 7 
During the first week of classes we examined constant of proportionality. This is the first step to learning slope when they 
arrive in eighth grade. They developed equations for certain lines in a graph. During second week of classes we discussed 
proportional relationships in graphs and tables. Also, the topic of proportions was reviewed and tested. During the third 
week of classes we examined angle and triangle properties. They used this information to algebraically solve for missing 
angles.  During the fourth week of classes we looked Quadrilaterals and at the end of the week the students got tested on 
Angles/Triangles/Quadrilaterals. 

Science Department 
Ted Colarusso 
Medical Terminology 
Students continue learning “The Language of Medicine.” Memorization, props, worksheets, reading X-ray, CT scans and 
videos of actual surgeries, each followed by class discussion are important to the classwork as always.  Students expand 
their knowledge of medical language by expanding into body organ systems. Students have completed terms on the 
Nervous system and and blood components and are presently working on terms connected with the field of psychology. 
 Students have been researching common psychological disorders and basic psychological general concepts such as 
structuralism, functionalism, behaviorism and anxiety disorders.  Students will also learn about how the concepts of the id, 
ego and superego played a role in developing modern day theories.   

!  

Anatomy & Physiology 
Students are currently working on the reproductive systems, and have completed the physiological functions of the uterine 
and ovarian cycles, as well as hormonal controls through the hypothalamus and anterior pituitary glands. In addition, 
students are learning about the physiological changes to mothers during pregnancy and fetal development by trimesters. 
 The stages of birth are also explored.  Through discussion and research, students are summarizing the symptoms of 
common diseases of the reproductive system, as well as methods of birth control.   

!  
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Jacqueline Sanzari 
8th Grade Science  
During the month of March students in the 8th grade completed the study of Newton’s Laws of Motion.  As a culminating 
activity students completed a rotation lab in which they looked at seven different activities and identified which law of 
motion each related to. Some of the activities involved stacking dominoes, Newton’s cradle and viewing NFL highlight 
reels.   After completing motion the 8th graders recently moved on to the study of Electricity and Magnetism.  Using a 
virtual lab and circuit kits students built working circuits and tested different objects to identify conductors and insulators.  
Students are looking forward to our upcoming activites in which students will experiment with electromagnets.  

 !  
 
 
7th Grade Honors Science  
During the month of March students in 7th grade Honors completed the study of biodiversity and began an investigation 
into heredity and genetics.  Starting this unit students researched the experiments and read biographies about the father of 
genetics Gregor Mendel.  Students explored Punnett Squares and pedigrees to understand how to trace genetic factors/
traits from generation to generation.  During our first genetics investigation, students polled classmates to see which traits 
they shared and whether they are dominant or recessive.   Students then were given the task to work for Bug Inc. and 
using the traits of bug parents to complete various Punnett Squares and build 3D models of the offspring.  Students are 
really enjoying being genesists and are excited for our upcoming study of the structure of DNA and projects in which we 
will build DNA models.  
  
Keri Parry  
Physics, Chemistry, Tech. Ed, Astronomy  
In physics, students applied relevancy of energy conservation through a marble-launcher lab and engineering design 
project. Students were expected to design an energy-converting device to launch pennies. The Tech Ed students 
demonstrated learning Google Sheets by creating a tutorial and teaching a lesson about specific Google Sheets abilities 
with the use screenshots and Google slides. Chemistry applied understanding of Covalent Bonds through activities, a lab, 
and unit exam.  Finally, the astronomy course learned about how and why solar system planets orbit the sun as explained 
by scientists throughout history, including Isaac Newton & Johannes Kepler. This month’s astronomy observation applies 
knowledge of science vocabulary and free star map apps to locate a planet in the night sky.  
 

!  
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Ancient Astronomy timeline.  Lab on covalent molecules student ‘s tech ed tutorial on how to find average using Google 
Sheets Physics engineering project total scores minus design  

 
 

!  

   !  
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Kristen Larson  
Science 7 
Science 7 was happy to begin Spring by taking a closer look into how all living things have varying characteristics that 
make them unique. Students created an argument to present to hypothetical planning boards discussing the relevance of 
biodiversity in their communities. Students moved through the biodiversity unit and used their understanding of variations 
to discuss the function and role of DNA.  
Biology 
In Biology, we kicked off Spring by looking at cell division and complications with the cell cycle. Students completed an 
independent research project based on cancer research, stem cell research, and cloning.  By the end of the month, students 
demonstrated their understanding of these complicated topics by presenting their thoughts and ideas to the class. Next 
month, we will explore the basics of DNA and genetics.  

Jonathan Hassinger 
Physics/Physics Honors 
In Physics students concluded the study of Momentum and are now beginning an online exploration of these concepts 
using online Gizmos. In Physics Honors students have concluded the study of Electrostatics and have begun looking at 
circuits with an exploratory activity using our Snap Circuit kits. 
AP Physics 
Students in AP Physics have concluded the study of rotational motion. Next we will begin the last leg of our curriculum 
focusing on Electrodynamics, Electrostatics, and Circuits before we begin reviewing in preparation for the AP Test. 

Social Studies Department 

Gianna Catalano   
US History I 
After completing the immigration and urbanization unit students started learning about the Progressive Era. Throughout 
the unit students have analyzed many documents pertaining to the Social Gospel Movement, The Pure Food and Drug Act, 
as well as many other reforms created during the time period. Students have also analyzed the discrimination of African 
Americans as well as Asian Americans at this time. The class then looked at three different presidents Theodore 
Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson and how their policies affected American society. To wrap up this unit students learned about 
Women’s Suffrage in which they analyzed documents and watched scenes from the movie Iron Jawed Angels in order to 
visualize the time period. Students will be creating Women’s suffrage posters and writing an editorial as well as taking a 
unit exam on the Progressive Era and Women’s Suffrage.  
World History 
The students started off this month learning about Imperialism, looking specifically at Africa, China, and India. The unit 
began with a map quiz of Africa where students had to identify different African countries on a map. The class then 
analyzed specific documents pertaining to the Sepoy Rebellion and had to figure out who caused the violence that 
occurred. Students then focused on China where they analysed the Treaty of Nanjing and how it affected the Chinese 
people. To wrap up the unit, students completed a webquest where they had to research information and answer questions 
based on websites provided to them. Students then took a unit exam which included short answer, document analysis, and 
essay questions. The class then started a new unit on Nationalism, which will lead into the World War I unit.  
The 1960’s 
Students began the Civil Rights unit by looking at important figures of the time period, they compared and contrasted 
certain individuals and their approach to obtaining civil rights. From there the class analyzed different legislation that was 
created and how different presidents handled the issue of civil rights. Students then watched Remember the Titans, a true 
story about a high school football team that was one of the first to be integrated in the south. Students then had to write a 
paper on how the movie related to civil rights. The next unit covered was women and students, the class looked at both 
groups and how each protested for what they wanted. Students had to compare the two groups and looked at how these 
two movements have progressed over time. They had to create a project in which they picked a topic having to do with 
women or students in the 1960’s and show how that issue has changed and evolved over time up to present day.  
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Kimberly Forsyth 
7th Grade 
This month, the 7th grade Social Studies classes are studying the United States Constitution and the formation of our 
government after the end of the Revolutionary War.  Students learned about the three branches of government and the 
importance of creating a balance among powers at the federal level.  We were able to analyze the problems with the 
Articles of Confederation and determine which attributes would be crucial for the new nation to succeed.  Students are 
looking forward to obtaining a deeper understanding through a closer look at the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 
U.S. History II 
This month we explored the Eisenhower and Kennedy presidencies.  Students analyzed the events that contributed to Cold 
War tensions and the tension-filled relationship between John F. Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev.  We researched the 
goals and impact of Kennedy’s New Frontier promises and explored the legacy that programs such as the Peace Corps and 
NASA’s space exploration have left for citizens today.   

Victor Minnocci  
Social Studies 
Honors U.S. History II  
The classes began the month with the election of JFK. Kennedy and the Cold War explored the Bay of Pigs, the Berlin 
Crisis and the Cuban Missle Crisis. The New Frontier programs that were fulfilled and the unfulfilled promises were 
investigated. The Kennedy assassination and the impact on the event on future U.S. domestic policies were discussed. The 
Warren Commission findings were debated. The LBJ years were analyzed the Great Society programs and laws were 
reviewed and the results of each were explored. The cases heard by the Warren Court and how the court ruled in each 
decision and what that accomplished. Honors classes assignments and tests consisted of more in depth analyzes and 
writing assignments. The class is currently exploring the Civil Right’s Movement. 
APUSH  
The class began the month exploring U.S. diplomacy and World War II. FDR’s policies and American isolationists 
between 1933-1938 were evaluated. From neutrality to war 1939-1941, outbreak of war in Europe, and the changing U.S. 
policy during this period was discussed. Pearl Harbor and U.S. entry into WWI, the home front and the war’s impact on 
society was described. WWII battlefronts, wartime conferences the Atomic Bomb and the war’s legacy was discussed. 
This led to Truman and the Cold War, the origin of the Cold War and U.S. - Soviet relations were discussed. The Korean 
War, Truman versus MacArthur and the second Red Scare was described. The Eisenhower Years and the Cold War 
diplomacy was explored. The consumer culture and conformity of the 1950s was evaluated. The promise and turmoil in 
the 1960s, JFK’s New Frontier’ issues with Castro and Cuba, and the assassination of JFK was evaluated. LBJ’s Great 
Society, the war on poverty and the reforms were evaluated.. The Civil Rights Acts and the leadership of MLK and his 
assassination was explored. The Warren Court and the counterculture was discussed. The class will be exploring the 
Vietnam War next. 
Current Issues   
The classes explored current events of the day. Topics included the Trump’s agenda on the economy and tariffs, the 
Mueller probe, the college entrance scandal, and the democratic candidates running for president. The class completed an 
essay assignment, The Patriot Act, Good or Bad? The classes completed daily 5w’s on international, national and local 
news current events. 
Law   
The class examined the U.S. Court System. Beginning with the trial courts, prosecutors and defendants. Adversarial v. 
Inquisitional systems. The steps in a trial was explained. The appeals court process was explored. This led to the state and 
federal court systems. Lastly, the Supreme Court of the U.S. was explored. Who should be on the Supreme Court? 
Landmark cases were researched. Currently the class began exploring crime in America. The class is also completing an 
essay on Mercy Killing. 

Stephanie Gaven 
US History I and US History I Honors 
In the month of March students analyzed the Progressive Movement and their optimistic vision that organized private and 
government action to improve society. We learned about Mrs. Gaven’s hero, Alice Paul and the struggles her “Silent 
Sentinels” endured.  Students analyzed the strategies used to convince Congress and the president to give women the vote.   
They will end the marking period writing Document Based Question essay about this era.      
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Public Speaking and Debate  
In March we evaluated techniques used for organizing a successful speech. We began viewing and critiquing the 
introductions of famous speeches, which required students to complete a short reflective essay.  To implement use of 
proper introductions and outlining, students then researched and gave an informational speech in front of their peers. Next 
month students will complete the same process to prepare a persuasive speech on a different topic of their choosing.  
Sociology 
In March we began our study of socialization! We first debated the socialization issue “nature vs. nurture” and evaluated 
the impact that social institutions have on our lives. Next we “looked ourselves in the mirror” to determine who we are 
and what roles we play.   To finish out the month students wrote an essay in which they assessed how “real” TV is 
compared with what we see and do every day. 

Mallory Garvin 
World History and World History Honors 
In the month of March, World History covered the topics that led to World War One. 
From Imperialism to Nationalism, Europe became more and more tense, itching for a fight. 
Students worked on a Nationalism webQuest, covering the unification of Italy and Germany 
and the fall of the Ottoman Empire and Austrian-Hungarian empire. In addition, we covered 
the fight for independence for many colonies in Latin America. World War One began with a 
small incidence but it shows us how our friends can often drag us in to unwanted wars. 

AP United States Government and Politics 
AP Government studied the public opinion and political habits of Americans. As we 
approach the end of our course, students are now focused on political participation and 
climate. Why do Americans vote the way they do? How are our political ideologies formed? 
These are the questions that we are currently answering. Students also polled their family 
and peers on various topics to correlate the information on political climate and ideology 
and presented their findings to the class. 

Physical Education 
Andrea Marino 
Grade 9 Physical Education 
My PE classes are participating in REC GAMES.  These games have included the following, Steal the Football, Crazy 
Kickball, One-Pitch wiffle ball, Newcomb/Volleyball, and Knock the pin/ball, Crazy Man.  All activities allow maximum 
participation for the students and also give a variety of skills for them to use. 
Grade 9 Health 
Students completed the Generation Gap topic of our class.  The students researched the different generations from all eras, 
to see how people’s Health Triangle was affected during each of those times.  They got to understand the difference in 
how technology, fashion styles, educations, presidents and wars had an impact on society.  It also helped them understand, 
how far and how different the world we live in today has changed mental, social and physical health on the individual. 
Grade 8 Health 
Students have been working on a “Fitness” unit that allows them to design their own PE game.  They are able to choose 
any equipment, develop their own rules and incorporate a fitness element into their game.  Each game will be introduced 
to the class, and then attempted to be played with other members of the class.  This unit teaches them the values of 
exercise, fair play, understanding the importance of following rules and having fun learning something new. 

Chris Lange  
10th Grade Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned Weight training using machines and free weights. 
Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target Heart Rate Zone. Students performed dynamic warm up/
flexibility exercises. Students learned core training and how to incorporate stability balls and additional training 
equipment into their workouts.  Students are able to choose an activity on non-Fitness Days. These include volleyball, 
badminton, speedball and basketball. Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.    
8th Grade Health Education. 
Students learned the three classes of nutrients that supply your body with energy. Students learned how the body obtains 
energy from foods and the roles that carbohydrates, fats, and proteins play in the body. Students learned to identify the 
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two main classes of vitamins and list seven minerals the body needs in significant amounts and to explain why water is so 
important to the body. Students learned how the dietary guidelines for Americans can help you plan a healthful diet. 
Students researched fad diets and did a project showing different fad diets including the pluses and minuses of that diet, 
nutritional value and the pros and cons of that diet.  
9th Grade Health Education 
Students learned the three classes of nutrients that Supply your body with energy. Students learned how the body obtains 
energy from food and the roles that carbohydrates fats and proteins play in the body. Students learned to identify the two 
main classes of vitamins and list several minerals the body needs in significant amounts and to explain why water is so 
important to the body. Students learned how the dietary guidelines for Americans can help you plan a healthful diet. 
Students researched fad diets and did a project showing different fad diets including the pluses and minuses of that diet, 
nutritional value and the pros and cons of that die.  
9th Grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a fitness plan.  Students learned weight training using the machines and free weights. 
 Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while running for 20 minutes. Students 
performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises.  Students also learned core training and how to incorporate stability 
balls and additional training equipment into their workouts. Students are able to choose an activity. These include 
Volleyball, badminton, and speedball.  Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.  
12th Grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a Fitness plan. Students learned weight training using the machines and free weights. 
Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while doing cardiovascular activity. 
Students performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises. Students also learned core training and how to incorporate 
stability balls and additional training equipment in their workouts. Students are able to choose an activity. These include 
volleyball, badminton and speedball. Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.  
 
Joseph Vaccaro  
Grade 7 Physical Education 
Students as a class completed 2 current event assignments and we have completed 2 chapters along with 2 chapter tests. 
 Students are beginning the final chapter for 8th grade health, and expected to complete 1-2 more current event 
assignments.  
Grade 8 Health 
Students as a class completed 2 current event assignments and we have completed 2 chapters along with 2 chapter tests. 
 Students are beginning the final chapter for 8th grade health, and expected to complete 1-2 more current event 
assignments. The 8th grade also completed the fitness flyer assignment.   
Grade 10 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  
Grade 12 Physical Education  
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  
 
Lucia DiNapoli 
Physical Education 

Physical Education classes began new units of Group Games/Rec Games and the Volleyball Tournaments. Warm-ups have 
increased in intensity to keep up with the progression of cardiovascular and muscular health.  
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11th Grade Health 
Junior Health students have been discussing the beauty of childbirth  and pregnancy.  They were able to watch the journey 
of fertilization to birth and learn the the male and female reproductive systems, including menstruation.  
 
World Language 

Tess Iannacco  
Italian I 
These classes learned how to use -are verbs and the irregular verbs “andare, dare, fare  stare” and  piacere. They used 
these new notions in different ways within a 
thematic context. They prepared a daily schedule of their typical day using these 
irregular verbs. They were able to enjoy a field trip to Queens Theatre and watched the show “Caccia al Tesoro”. We 
learned  about “La commedia dell’arte and Pulcinella e Arlecchino” , Art, Food, History, Language, Music through 
various Italian songs  and interacted with the actors/performers. 

Italian II 
This class continued to learn about shopping, talk about food and discuss grocery 
shopping. The grammatical structures of the adverbs, indirect object pronouns and 
direct object pronouns were used within the context of food. Culturally, they learned 
about the cities of Bologna, San Gimignano and Firenze. 
Italian III  
This class learned about the importance of healthy eating and well-being. They learned how to use the “Imperfetto” and 
completed an individual project to reinforce it.  We took a trip to Eataly in NYC and they learned additional ways to keep 
healthy through food.  
We have begun learning about housing and all vocabulary related to it. They used this newly acquired vocabulary to talk 
about the different types of housing families can choose. 
    
IV/AP Italian 
This class continued to learn about the value of ideas and how to express oneself in writing. Students are learning of the 
three components in writing: Verb paragraph completion, non-verb paragraph completion and compositions. They are 
learning the importance of grammar and syntax as well as vocabulary and content.  They are working and focusing on the 
elements of grammatical structure, vocabulary, idioms, spelling, coherence and organization based on the prompt in front 
of them.  We also reviewed the present/past conditional form and the present subjunctive.   
  
Angela Daniele 
Spanish I 

• Continued working with Definite and Indefinite Articles 
• Learned how to use Adjectives and Adjective placement 
• Created and presented a powerpoint presentation on “Los Adjetivos” 
• Learned how to use colors as adjectives 
• Learned how to form plurals 
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Spanish II 

• Daily vocabulary word drills 
• Review of the verbs Ser and Estar and  how to use the correctly 
• Wrote paragraphs on themed vocabulary 
• Wrote and orally presented dialogs on current theme vocabulary 
• Reviewed Short-form possessive adjectives and introduced Long-form possessive adjectives and how they are 

formed 

Joseph Mojkowski 

Spanish II 
• Un evento especial project related to getting ready for a special event and chapter test highlighting understanding 

of reflexive verbs and chapter related vocabulary 
• Shopping and clothing related vocabulary relating new words with known parts of speech and structures 
• Introduction of past preterite 

Spanish III 
• Por una vida saludable project; groups use subjunctive present tense and chapter related vocabulary to teach the 

class what they need to do to be more healthy hitting on nutrition, exercise, and miscellaneous health information 
• Formal written project also teaching the reader how to be more healthy hitting on all the major talking points and 

grammar issues noted above noted bullet.  
• Chapter test for Health, Nutrition 

Spanish IV 
• Incorporation of vocabulary related to royal court painter Diego Velazquez  
• Exercises related to Velazquez and famous paintings such as Las meninas and Las hilanderas focusing of 

accuracy of present tense verbs, use of present perfect and participle formation as well as adjective formation and 
agreement (incorporating all special case adj such as possessives and demonstratives covered earlier in year) 

Spanish AP 
• short, timed grammar and comprehension practice exercises 
• timed reading and listening comprehension exercises 
• interpersonal and presentational speaking exercises 
• timed interpersonal and presentational writing pieces  

 
Melissa Manolakakis 
All Choir Classes  
All my classes are getting ready for the Dorney Park Music in the Parks Choir Competition and of course our concert.  
Please see below our attached schedule.  Both classes have continued using the same sight-singing book “Essential 
Musicianship” Book 1.  It is imperative for choir students to have a firm grasp on sight-singing and vocal technique.  
Students who are enrolled in these classes are beginners when it comes to reading music.  Most of them enjoy singing, but 
the majority cannot sight-sing on their own.  Every day they are challenged to incorporate correct vocal technique that 
includes posture, breath support, shaping their vowels, articulation and of course singing in tune.  Then the lesson 
continues to challenge them to read Treble and Bass Clef, pitches, rhythms and basic musical vocabulary and history of 
music.  This month is also full of sound assessments!  Every Friday students are challenged to sight-sing in their sections: 
Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass while I am recording them.  As long as they try their best they will all receive an A.  We 
continue to revisit the MP3 recordings and compare their abilities to when they first began.  The recordings also help the 
students stay on task with the exercises and also holds them accountable to their behavior during class since I am able to 
email the MP3’s to the administrator and/or parents.  I have seen improvement and they are able to ready the pitch, notes, 
rhythms, words and dynamics at the same time while singing in different parts.  In the midst of all of this we are learning 
to sing Walking on Sunshine arr. Mac Huff - Hal Leonard Corporation 
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● This Is Me (from "The Greatest Showman") arr. Mac Huff - Hal Leonard Corporation (SATB) 
● Kyire -  
● You Say - Lauren Daigle, Jason Ingram & Paul Mabury/arr. Heather Sorenson - Hal Leonard Corporation 
● Meant to Be  - arr. Andy Beck - Alfred Music Publishing 

All are welcome to come and visit us to hear us sing.     

Trips - 3/18/19 we went to Carnegie Hall and performed with 21 students within a National Choir.  Please see pics below.   

I would like to take the time to thank you for your support during this journey.  Not many people can say that they 
performed on the main stage at Carnegie Hall and this is Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School's 4th performance with the 
National Festival Chorus.   Join me in congratulating our Glee Students in their performance. This year’s music was the 
most challenging singing 6 collegiate level pieces with two in Latin and German.  The chorus consisted of 200 students 
from around our nation who had to qualify to join and then send mp3 recordings of each choir knowing their specific parts 
30 days prior to the performance.  It truly was a great honor.  The National Festival Chorus was an 8 part harmony choir 
consisting of Soprano 1 & 2, Alto 1 & 2, Tenor 1 & 2 and Baritone & Bass sections. 

Here is a link of our weekend - which includes our rehearsals, sound check at Carnegie Hall and reception at Planet 
Hollywood.  Please enjoy.  The chorus gives a glimpse of the sounds of Heaven.  I truly felt I was singing with the angels.  
We are in our blue robes.  Each school wears their performance attire for the final performance.  In addition, our names 
were in the official Carnegie Playbill.  https://photos.app.goo.gl/uZdSgPQYoeHLa4DP6 

Our conductor Dr. Jerry Blackstone: 
GRAMMY Award winner Jerry Blackstone is a leading conductor and highly respected conducting pedagogue.  Now 
emeritus professor of conducting, he served on the faculty of the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & 
Dance for thirty years where as director of choirs he led the graduate program in choral conducting and oversaw the 
University’s eleven choirs.   In February 2006, he received two GRAMMY Awards (“Best Choral Performance” and “Best 
Classical Album”) as chorusmaster for the critically acclaimed Naxos recording of William Bolcom’s Songs of Innocence 
and of Experience. The Naxos recording of Milhaud’s monumental L’Orestie d’Eschyle, on which Blackstone served as 
chorusmaster, was nominated for a 2015 GRAMMY Award (“Best Opera Recording”).  

Here are the schools we sang with: 

National Festival Chorus Jerry Blackstone, Guest Conductor  
Carnegie Hall, Stern Auditorium on March 18, 2019  
National Festival Chorus Participating Ensembles:  
● Abilene High School Singers; Danette Fawn Whiteley, Director; Abilene, KS  
● The Atonement Academy Honors Choir; Jesus DeHoyos, Director; San Antonio, TX  
● Minnehaha Academy Singers; Karen Lutgen, Director; Minneapolis, MN  
● Roland-Story High School Choir; Tanner Stutzman, Director; Story City, IA  
● Sounds of the Atlantic Chorus; Mary Morrow, Director; Port Orange, FL  
● Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School Glee Club; Melissa Ayvas-Manolakakis, Director; Wood-Ridge, NJ 

Pieces we performed were: 

1. Alleluia - Jake Runestad 
2. Ave Verum Corpus - William Byrd 
3. Der Gang zum Liebchen - Johannes Brahms 
4. The Sweetheart of the Sun - Eric William Barnum 
5. The Road Home - Stephen Paulus 
6. You Will Be Found (From "Dear Evan Hansen") - Benj Pasek & Justin Paul/ arr. Mac Huff 
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Debra Beck 
Intro to Business 
The students investigated and role played different business ethic situations. The students learned about entrepreneurship 
and researched the history of a successful business. The class created the first part of a business plan for their own 
business. The class learned about the different functions of management and applied this to their business.   The students 
researched how technology is changing the business world. 
Financial Literacy  
The students investigated money management strategies.  Students analyzed and created a budget, cash flow and balance 
sheet statements.  They created a budget for a vacation. They learned how to make consumer decisions by using a research 
approach and completed an assignment modelling this technique.  
Accounting  
The accounting class learned income taxes are calculated for employees’ earnings and how sales tax is processed in a 
business.  They learned about the employer’s responsibility for paying payroll taxes and how to journalize and post the 
payroll taxes. The class learned how to process discounts for a merchandising business. 

Marketing 
The students learned about the different research methods used to gather data in the marketing field.  They created, 
implemented and analyzed surveys and survey results using Google Forms and Google Sheets.  They presented their 
findings in a formal presentation to the class. They also learned about different aspect of new product development. 

Sean Rutherford 
TV Production 
Students have completed two projects in this past month.  The first project students put together was their Music Video. 
 This still stands to be the student’s favorite project to work on.  This generation is attached to music more now than ever.  
They never struggled with cassette tapes in their Sony Walkman or having CDs skip because they were scratched or the 
portable CD player didn’t have anti-skip protection.  Today they’re using their phones with streaming music and have 
access 24/7.  So given the opportunity to make a music video, each student jumps at the chance.  Some songs chosen are 
Respect by Aretha Franklin, You’ll Always Find Your Way Back Home by Hannah Montana, and Don’t Stop Me Now by 
Queen. 

Top Left: RESPECT.  Top Right: You’ll Always Find Your Way Back Home.  Bottom: Don’t Stop Me Now.

! !  
The second project student’s worked on was a Public Service Announcement for AAA.  They were tasked with creating a 
PSA that discussed any of the following topics:  Distracted driving, texting or cell phone use, speeding / aggressive 
driving, alcohol and / or drug awareness, or drowsy driving.  The groups really put in the effort on this project as well.  
Not only did the topic strike a cord as something they could work well with, but when I told them we’d be submitting the 
videos for cash prizes from AAA, they became more interested. 
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The most well done video was put together from a group that is dedicated.  They chose drunk driving and in the process 
put together an excellent video.  It’s about kids attending a party and drinking, but opting not to text mom or dad for a ride 
and to instead think they’re sober enough to drive.  On the drive home, they strike and kill a pedestrian and their life if 
over.  They used excellent editing skills in order to put this video together to get their point across.

!  
 

!  
Top: Chris, who plays the pedestrian, is struck by the drunk driver. 
Bottom: The driver, Jillian, is having her mugshot taken after being arrested. 
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Web 2.0 
Students have now completed their Google Docs, Sheets, and Slides lessons, tutorials, and projects.  For their Google 
Docs Project they were tasked with creating a travel brochure.  The Google Sheets projects was to create a living budget 
using specified formulas.  And finally, their Google Slides project was to create a slides presentation discussing their 
favorite athlete, musician, or celebrity.  There was certain criteria they needed to address on each of the slides in order to 
achieve full credit. 
 

! !  
 
 
Introduction to Computer Science Principles 

Students have begun learning the basics of computers.  The biggest surprise for me was that students aren’t aware of the 
different types of computers.  They had a hard time differentiating a desktop pc, from a laptop, to a netbook/chromebook, 
All-In-One, and tablet.  They didn’t understand the differences between them all.  It took some discussion, but I realized 
they don’t have them at home.  The majority of students use a laptop/Chromebook but don’t see the need for an All-In-
One or Desktop.  Students are continuing to move through the basics of computers and their hardware. 
 
 
Web Design 

Students have finalized their Business Plans for their company and are in the process of filming their company 
commercials and creating their websites.  Using all the data gathered in the business plan, students addressed all the needs 
of a modern website.  All the necessary information they needed was gathered previously and readily available.   
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Robotics 
Students have finished their stock robot builds and nearly every group has finished their additional complex builds.  As 
the marking period wraps up next week, students are disappointed to leave.  They’ve thoroughly enjoyed their time in the 
class and some has developed a knack for programming.  I’ve spoken to them about the Robotics Club and urged them to 
join as well as to consider taking Introduction to Computer Science Principles, Web Design, and AP Computer Science 
Principles with Mr. Olsen where they do much higher level programming.  This was in effort, not only to promote classes, 
but to retain some of these students. 

Alyssa Bullaro 
Culinary Arts I 
Culinary Arts II 
21st Century Life Skills 
Culinary Arts I 
During March, students completed the kitchen basics chapter and were tested on the material. Topics included 
terminology, tools, knives, measurements, abbreviations, and equivalents. Afterward, students began studying grains. 
Topics included the parts of the grain kernel, nutrients found in grains and cooking techniques. Students prepared 
homemade pizza and fried rice thus far.  
Culinary Arts II 
During March, students continued on with their cookbook project. They made pages in class that focused on cooking 
methods including roast, deep-fry, blanch and shock, steam, poach, etc. They also had the opportunity to practice these 
cooking methods in class. Recipes included dumplings for steam, chicken wings and fries for deep-fry, and green beans 
for blanch and shock. 
21st Century Life Skills 
During March, students continued studying banking. Topics included credit cards, interest, credit, loans, budgets, net and 
gross income, fixed and variable expenses, checks and check registers. Students ended the month and marking period with 
an assessment on the entire banking chapter.  
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Catherine Bethon 
Introduction to Art -   Finishing the acrylic self-portraits students are coming down to the end of the project. Still using 
their manipulated photo printed from Adobe, the students are guided through the shades and tints in their corresponding 
places.  The main color they choose evokes the feeling they believe is reflected in the self-portrait.  The background will 
be painted it’s complimentary color in a wash technique.   This project is based of the street art of posterized images from 
artist like Shepard Fairey. 

! !  
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!  
Digital Photography - Just recently students were introduced to Adobe Photoshop.  Students went through several videos 
created to give them a tour of the program.  Students filled out worksheets that become their manual for the program.  
With several example photos they were able to test their knowledge and skill for the tools in the program.  Now it’s onto 
the students editing their own photographs.  We’ve also been printing the students’ work for critiques and display. 

  
 
 

!  
Drawing - The upperclassmen are finishing The Memory Project.  A lesson I’ve taught for the past few years about the 
global crisis of poverty and natural devastations in third world countries.  This year we have been paired with 50 young 
children from Chicago.  Students are creating their portraits that will be returned to them, along with money the students 
will fundraise to not only help the artwork reach its location but assist the volunteers with aid for the children.  Students 
are a buzz about this project that will become a tradition within the art class and spread the feeling of joy and support for 
children around the world.  Students are able to pick from a variety of mediums to create the work.  A video will be 
returned to us later in the year from Chicago that shows the kids receiving our artwork.  A press release is in the works for 
local papers and local network upon approval. 

!  
 
Art 8 - The eighth grade has been exploring master artists from Edgar Degas, Andy Warhol, and most recently M.C. 
Escher.  When going over Escher and his work we talked about how much his work is reflective of his love for realism, 
illusion, and mathematics.  With each small lesson there was an element of math including reasoning, geometry, 
symmetry, and architecture.  Now the students are finishing up their last lesson of creating tessellations from 3 inch 
square. Next week, is the last four classes for this cycle, I will be teaching step-by-step paintings with the students of their 
choosing. 
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Art & Design - Students are working on a collaborative piece inspired by the works of Tristan Easton, a famous artist 
known recently for his work in Universal Studios backlots. 
Two sections of this course were instructed to vote on a character they felt somehow influenced their generation, one male 
and one woman. Through several uses of media each student had a specific square of the mural they were completely in 
charge of creating.  This lesson pushed the students to converse for problem solving and open up to different students’ 
ideas they wouldn’t have normally made connections with this  semester.  The four pieces will be on display in the 
hallways of the school. 

!  

Toni Baumgartner 
Band 

American Popular Music (Semester Class) 
Units in the new class called American Popular Music focused on the origins of popular music, the European, African, 
Latin stream of influences that helped shape the music of today.  

• Critical listening 
• Terms/glossary 
• Timeline 
• Chapter 3: As Catching as Small Pox 
• Chapter 4: I Got Rhythm 

High School Band Class (Full Year) 
Improving musical skills 
 Perform scales in select rhythm pattern and tempo;  
SWBAT Follow conductor cues and gestures, Attack notes together, hold notes for proper duration, release notes in 
unison, Identify and perform the following articulations in music, tongue, slur, staccato, accent, legato  

Band Festival 3/15/2019 Program 

Wood-Ridge Sr. Band Class 
“Suite From New World Symphony” by Antonin Dvorak, arr. By Michael Story 
“Los Dos Amigos The Two Friends” Music for Duet and Band by James Swearingen, Featuring Luke Bokuniewicz, 
Trumpet and Skylar McMahon, Piano 
“Windsong” by Jay Chattaway, Featuring Nana Addo, Flute 
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“Satin Doll” by Duke Ellington, arr. By Michael Sweeney 

Wood-Ridge Jr. Sr. HS Concert Band and Band Class 
“Flamenco Fantasy” by Steve Hommel 
“Cousin Louie” by Steve Hommel 
“Final Countdown” Words and Music by Joey Tempest, arr. By Johnnie Vinson 

Flute Club (Nana Addo, Vivian Dang, Elycia Ha, Jacob Jalinski) 
“Blues in F” for Flute and Piano by William Billingsley 
“Colors of the Wind”  Music by Alan Menken, Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz 

Jazz/Pop Ensemble (Skylar McMahon, Vivian Dang, Nick Azzolina, Sam Herman, Mark Prioleau, Arda Berispek) 
“Land of 1000 Dances” Words and Music by Chris Kenner, arr. By Michael Story 
“Blue Suede Shoes” Words and Music by Carl Perkins, arr. By Gerald Sebesky 

All Bands 
"Theme from Jurassic Park"  by John Williams arr. Michael Sweeney 
“Spongebob Squarepants” Words and Music by Mark Harrison, Blaise Smith, Steve Hillenburg and Derek Drymon, arr. 
By Paul Lavender 
“We Will Rock You” Words and Music by Brian May, arr. By Michael Sweeney 

Music Technology (Semester course) 
Using Garageband  

• Create song loop compositions 
• Create midi song loop compositions 
• Work in groups or alone 
• Present to class 
• Reflect upon presentations 

Eileen Layman 
Media Center        
The Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School Media Center is an active, participating member in the Bergen County Educational 
Library Systems. (BELS). Students have the ability to borrow books from any of the participating school libraries.  

CIRCULATION:  
Books: 83 

Interlibrary loans 
Borrowed: 71    Lent:  2 

Students have been using the Media Center before and after school and between class periods.  
Students are now able to use the Media Center during their lunch periods 

Life Skills Class - Grade 7 - Semester 2 - Marking Period 3 

Semester 2 - Marking Period 3  
Grade 7 students have been learning about time management. Students have created a monthly calendar, showing 
important information. They contrasted the monthly information with a weekly and daily calendar and when information 
should be entered and consulted. The planning would help with submitting work on time, allotting study time and leisure 
time.  
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Students participated in age related scenarios, such as football games versus babysitting, cheering and band scheduling 
conflicts, invitations to two parties at the same time and summer school and basketball camp decisions. Students 
scaffolded ideas, came up with alternate plans and made decisions based on their outline.  
WR JR/SR HS NURSE OFFICE 2018/2019 

!  
Athletics Spring Season 

We are underway and on our last week of scrimmages before the start of the season. Our spring season started indoors as a 
snow storm prevented us from getting onto the field but it hasn’t stopped or slowed us down. Baseball and Softball have 
been working extremely hard in the gym and once the snow defrosted we were able to get some live action outside. 
Baseball, Softball, and Track and Field all battled through the cold weather and showed great growth in the preseason. 
Each team had several scrimmages and all teams showed great signs for the upcoming season.  

The Baseball Team will be squaring off with the Emerson Cavos for Opening Day on Monday April 1st at Wood-Ridge 
High School 4pm. The Girls Softball Team takes on the Lodi Rams on April 1st at Lodi. Our Track & Field team will 
travel to Hasbrouck Heights on Wednesday April 3rd to compete in their opening meet.  

Curious about our spring schedule or want to watch a game live? Download our free APP “Activity Scheduler” for all 
spring schedules. The icon for the app is below:  

!  
 

GO BLUE DEVILS!!!!  
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